PROUD SUBMARINERS — lsrael is guarding her shores with the help of this submarine crew
who are standing in silence to commemorate the 69 members of the Dakar, which sank in the
Mediterranean between Crete and Cyprus in 1968.

IN FULLCONTROL—Israel's defense forces include this F-151 Ra'am (Thunder) flying over the
Alps on a return trip from an air show in England. The submarine is the Dolphin, which was
recently commissioned.

in Israel, Rep. Eric Cantor R-Vn., a member of the House
International Relations Committee and chairman of the
Congressional Task Force on Terrorism and Unconventional
Warfare, delivered the following statement:

"This past weekend, terrorists who have received back-
ing from Chairman Yasser Arafat conducted suicide bomb-
ing attacks against Israeli targets, this time killing 26 people.
How much clearer docs it need to be that Yasser Arafat is
up to his eyeballs in terrorist activity?

"It is obvious Yasser Arafat cannot, and will not, get the
job done and stop violence in the Middle East.

"No longer should there be any hint of discussion of a
mythical ‘cycle of violence' in the Middle East. This week-
end provided further clarity to the situation demonstrated
throughout recent years in the Middle East - terrorist activ-
ity thrives under the rule of Yasser Arafat, and Israel must
take action in self-defense.

"Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld acknowledged
that the only completely effective way to halt terrorism is
to find the terrorists perpetrating evil acts and halt them in
their tracks. For its survival, Israel must retaliate against
brutal acts of murder and terrorism against its own citizens.

I will continue to do what | can to encourage the United
States to support Israel's self-defense.

“Since Sept. 11, Americans unfortunately have been sub-
ject to the same kind of feeling of vulnerability to terrorism
that Israelis experience every day. During this time, | call
for an even stronger alliance between the United States and
our only democratic ally in the Middle East in the fight to
rid our world from the evils of terrorists."”

Grim figures are shown
in next population study

NEW YORK — As if there were the hope that intermar-
riage was dropping in the American Jewish community
figures from the new Jewish population study reveal the
reverse — they are rising, plus 14 percent of those ques-
tioned said they do not believe in God.

The new study also shows that an increasing number of
Americans raised as Jews are marrying non-Jews and iden-
tifying with other religions.

Then 14 million say they are members of a non-Jewish
religion or profess a different religion.

Also of the 5.5 million American adults who are either
Jewish by religion or of Jewish parentage or upbringing
only 51 percent say their religion is Jewish compared with
58 percent in the 1990 survey.

When asked what the policy implications are of the study
Egon Mayer responded that it indicates that religion may
notbe the"best method for attracting the hearts and minds
of the masses of American Jews." He added that “whether
it's trips to Israel, summer camping, the day school move-
ment and so forth we have to address how to deal with

segment of the population that doesn't sec in the reli-
gious section of Judaism the path to their Jewish future.”
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Indy Hanukkah events

The fifth candle of Hanuk-
kah will be lit on Thursday
evening, Dec. 13. Hanukkah
ends Monday evening, Dec.

Menorah lighting at the
Jcc

The JCC invites the entire
community to join them for a
Hanukkah tradition as they

light the hanukkiah (the Ha-
nukkah candelabra) at Cel-
ebration Plaza on the Simon
Jewish Community Campus,
67th and Hoover Road. The

Indianapolis’ #1 museum store offers authentic
Native American art and jewelry. Western apparel,
music, books, gifts and more.

White River Trader

Eiteljorg Museum, 500 W. Washington St., Indianapolis
Orders and info: 800 878-7978 or www.eiteljorg.org
Holiday hours, Nov. 2-Dec. 23

"Monday-Saturday 10a m.-6p.m?, Sunday noon-5p.m.
Thursday open until 8 p m.

Free store admission and parking

Allan and Babs Cohn Family
dedicated the Celebration
Plaza and the large-scale
Hannukiah sculpture to the
Jewish Community. The light-
ing, for the final four nights
(Dec. 13 to 16), is scheduled
for 5 p.m. and will be lit by
JCC staff.

Hanukkah on ice

On Sunday, Dec. 16,1 to 3
p.m., Lubavitch of Indiana in-
vites the community to a free
event at the Indiana/World
Skating Academy at the Pan
Am Plaza Ice Rink, 201 s.
Capital Avenue, near Mary-
land.

"Hanukkah on Ice" is a
wonderful hands-on family
program w'here children will
have an opportunity to skate
with friends and family for
free, hand dip a Hanukkah
candle in wax, make Hanuk-
kah crafts, carve their initials
into the ice, meet Judah
Macabee on ice, view an old-
fashioned olive press demon-
stration, see the giant lighted
ice menorah, win a door prize
and enjoy hot chocolate, jelly
donuts and snacks. Contribu-
tions will be gladly accepted.

Please RSVP to Rabbi
Grossbaum (251-5573).

BEZ Sisterhood Hanuk-
kah luncheon

On Sunday, Dec-16,1 p.m.,
the Sisterhood of Indianapo-
lis Hebrew' Congregation will
be hosting a free “thank you"
luncheon for all paid-up Sis-
terhood members. Ifyou have
not yet paid your dues, please
forward your $20 check to Sis-
terhood. Come mingle and
enjoy the camaraderie.

Hanukkah celebration at
Shaarey Tefilla

On Sunday, Dec. 16, 3:30
p.m., Congregation Shaarey
Tefilla wdll celebrate Hanuk-
kah with a religious school
program followed by a kosher
dinner and festivities at 5:30
p.m. Since this is the last night
of Hanukkah, all participants
are invited to bring their
menorah* and Sisterhood will
provide the candles. Also,
please bring a non-perishable
canned good or boxed item
for the Mitzvah Corps collec-
tion to local food pantries. The
dinnercosts $12 for adults (13
years and over), $8 for youth
(ages 6-12) and $4 for children
(ages 2-5). Please make your

Continued on page 11
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The Campus Corner Gift Shop
Your ONLY source for NCAA Gear
in the Indianapolis area
Stof> Uv ojuCjuui titeredibLe, savingsjoy the'
NCAAfan onyour list!

NCAA

Hall of Champions
It's the Journey (<]

www.ncaacampuscorner.com
Phone: (800)735-NCAA

You will be full & happy
or you will not pa)'

plzza<pUCCIini’S pasta

NW 1508 West 86th at Ditch Rd.
875-9223
NE 3944 East 82nd at Dean Rd.
842-4028
N 13674 N. Meridian St.
580-C087.

Ocean tA)cM
SAKURA REST A UR ANT
This is the newest little sister to Indy's best
sushi restaurant.

In addition to sushi, the house specialty is

fresh grilled fish.
Mon.-Fri. 11:30-2 p.m.
Dinner Mon.-Thurs. 5-9:30 « Fri.-Sat. 5-10:30 = Sun. 4-9

1206 W. 86th St. + 848-8901
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Hospitals demonstrate
emergency preparedness

NEW YORK - As has
happened so frequently
during the last year - and
years - the two Hadassah
medical Organization
hospitals went onto high
medical alert recently in the
wake of the life-shattering
terror attacks in central
Jerusalem. Hadassah-Hebrew
University Medical Center in
Ein Kerem and Hadassah
University Hospital on Mt.
Scopus responded quickly
and effectively to save lives.

Both hospitals
demonstrated their
emergency preparedness,
switching from their usual
Saturday staffing to full
emergency mode - with
evening personnel staying on
as night shifts arrived to treat
the victims that came in
shortly after midnight.

The vast majority of the 109
victims who arrived at the two
hospitals were teens, enjoying
an evening out after the
Sabbath. 62 were admitted to
Ein Kerem and 47 to Mt.
Scopus.

As a result, the hospital
hallways have since been
ringing with the sound of
young voices. According to
Ron Krumer, a top official at
Hadassah Medical
Organization: “If you walk
through the corridors of the

hospital these days, you will
see many groups of teenagers
with balloons, boxes of candy
and school backpacks. They
are noisy and laughing, as
teenagers are everywhere else.
But when you look more
closely, you can see the
sadness and the tears."

As of Sunday afternoon,
five of the 34 victims that
remained hospitalized at Ein
Kerem were listed in critical
condition; the remainder were
in light to moderate condition.
At Mt. Scopus, ten of the
wounded remained in light to
moderate condition.
Hadassah-Ein Kerem houses
Jerusalem's first trauma unit
and specializes in the
immediate treatment of the
most seriously injured and the
continued treatment of the
most complicated cases. Its
skills have been highly honed
- unfortunately through many
years of practice.

The halls of Hadassah
hospitals were filled with
families and young people
anxiously waiting to hear
news that the injured were
going to survive. In addition
to treating those physically
injured, several people came
in suffering from shock and
were treated by Hadassah's
social work staff.

Visit our website:
www.iewishpostopinion.com

LIFE'S BEAUTY.

This month, tuition schol-
arships will be available for
sessions at Young Judea sum-
mer camps in New York State,
Texas, Wisconsin and North
Carolina for any child aged 8-
16 whose family has been di-
rectly affected by the Septem-
ber 11 disaster. All are wel-
come, whether they have been
impacted by death of a loved
one, displacement, parent's
job loss or psychological
trauma.

Young Judea, the Zionist

i\l tlie pJiy of
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Young Judea launches 9-11

Youth Movement sponsored
by Hadassah, established the
tuition scholarship fund inre-
sponse to the traumal experi-
enced by so many children
and adults following the Sep-
tember 11 attack on America.
"Creating this fund and offer-
ing this kind of tender care to
children whose emotional
wells have been drained is a
mitzvah,” comments Renee
Albert, Chair, Young Judea
Fundraising. "We want to take
care of these children whose

IND 3
camper fund

lives would be comforted
with a positive camping expe-
rience.”

"We know that these
camps are so nurturing and
loving that even children who
have gone through this disas-
terwill find at least some hap-
piness here this summer,"
notes Judy Shereck, Young
Judea Camps Chair.

Camp schedules are as fol-
lows: Camp Judea
(Hendersonville, NC) - 3rd

Continued on page 5
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i« Where tlie {-UN
in {"owntown [ndiana”o]"!

This holiday, shop these fine establishments
in the 800 to 900 Blocks of Mass. Ave.

Boca-Loca Beads
OSD Design Studio
McFee Gallery of Modern Art

Kuaba Gallery

Artisans Jewelers
Jenny Elkins Studio
Photography Gallery & Studio

R-Bistro

Indianapolis Stage Sales and Rental, Inc.
Rocky Mills Gallery
Circle City Computer

Sunshine Travel

Urban Bloom

Interaction Theater

all proudly part of
East End Property Management

698-5555
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Rona’s Roving Reports
Lots to do; just do it

By RONA TRACHTENBERG
Topics in Jewish living
On Sunday, Dec. 16, 10:30

a.m. to noon. Rabbis Sandy

and Dennis Sasso (of Congre-

gation Beth-El Zedeck) will
host the second of *wo conver-
sations in Jewish living on the

'Srcitner
iwm*

topic of "The Ordinary and
The Holy." Please join them
for an enlightening discussion
of how sexuality, speech, food
and work relate to Judaism's
sanctity of the everyday. This
program costs $3 per person.

Our New Superstore iS

OPEN

8730 Corporation Drive
1st St. West of 1-69, South of 96th St.

Ask for our new
Holiday catalog for
great gift ideas

Luggage Sale

Like Never Before!

25% Off HARTMANN Luggage
TUMI Collectors Sale

SUPERSTORE
913-7200

FASHION MALL
846-4443

Everything Personalized Fast & FREE (if possible)

TOP TEN REASONS___
TO SHOP AT BODYSMART

10. No, we're not “Bath and Body Works!"

9. Great products for all your parts!

8. Itjust makes “Scents”... Literally!

7. No Stepford salespeople],

6. Chain store... Not!

5. 80+ scents available... and counting!

4 “Custom order" is our*middle name!

3. High quality, not high prices!
2. We’re Indy's own bath & bo.iy care bar!

NUMBER ONE REASON:
We have THE Foolproof Holiday Gift!!

Willow Lake West Shopping Center
2902 W. 86th St., Indy
317-228-9597
MENTION THIS AD AND RECEIVE
A GIFT WITH YOUR PURCHASE

which may be paid at the
door.

Junior NCSY ice skating
trip

On Sunday, Dec. 16,1 to 3
p.m., NCSY teens will gather
at the Lubavitch "Hanukkah
on Ice" program at the Indi-
ana/World Skating Academy
— Pan Am Plaza Ice Rink on
201 S. Capital Avenue. For
more information, please con-
tact the NCSY advisors, Joanie
or Neil Harris, at 251-6775
(NSJHARRIS@aol.com)

Hanukkah Dinner at
B'nai Torah

On Sunday, Dec. 16, from
5 to 7 p.m., the Sisterhood of
Congregation B'nai Torah will
be preparing a kosher Hanuk-
kah dinner at the shul. Guests
will be entertained by the me-
lodious sounds of an India-
napolis klezmer band - The
Moody Jews. At 5:30 p.m.,
magician Captain Carl Martin
will amaze the youngsters
with his magic tricks.

The event is free for chil-
dren under 5; $7 for children
up to age 12; $12 for adults
and children 13 and older and
$40 for entire families. No
takeout dinners will be avail-
able. Please RSVP by calling
Helen Goldstein at B'nai To-
rah (253-5253).

Israel Forum 2001

On Monday, Dec. 17, 7:30
to9 p.m., the JCRC is hosting
its Israel Forum 2001 at the

9090 'Wesleyan Road

JCC's Laikin Auditorium.
Guest speaker David
Horowitz, is editor of The
Jerusalem Report and a fre-
quent commentator on CNN,
NPR, and the BBC. His latest
book, A Little too Close to God:
The Thrills and Panic ofa Life in
Israel, was named one of the
10 best Jewish books of 2000.
Horowitz will be discussing
"Common Interests, New Re-
ality: America and Israel. A
dessert reception will follow.
For more information, please
call the JCRC (926-2935)
Golden Age Club at JCC
On Tuesday, Dec. 18,11:30
a.m. to 12:45 p.m., the JCC's
Golden Age Club will be host-
ing its on-going Tuesday ex-
ercise class and lunch. The
menu will be kosher beef stew
and corn bread, salad, fruit,
coffee and tea. The fee for the
exercise class is 75 cents and
$1.50 for the lunch. For more
information, please contact
Lori Moss, adult services di-
rector, at the JCC (251-9467).
CST Sisterhood meeting
On Tuesday, Dec. 18, 7:30
p.m., the Sisterhood of Con-
gregation Shaarey Tefilla will
hold its monthly meeting at
the home of Rebecca Pfeiffer.
Attendance is encouraged.
For directions, call the syna-
gogue at 253-4591.
Golden Age Club at JCC
On Thursday, Dec. 20, 11
a.m. to 12:45 p.m., the JCC's

Golden Age Club will be host

ing its on-going Thursday dis-
cussion, exercise class and
lunch. The menu will be ko-
sher baked fish, noodle kugel
and salad, pudding and cook-
ies, coffee, tea and milk. The
fee for the exercise class is 75
cents and $1.50 for the lunch.
For more information, please
contact Lori Moss, adult ser-
vices director, at the JCC (251

9467).

Healing Sabbath at BEZ

On Friday, Dec. 21, BEZ is
hosting its monthly Healing
Sabbath service

Senior NCSY Conclave

From Thursday, Dec. 20, to
Monday, Dec. 24, the Senior
NCSY will host its winter con-
clave at the Abbey Resort,
about 90 minutes north of
Chicago, in Lake Geneva Wis
This five-star resorthas plenty
ofexciting things to do includ-
ing an entertainment center
ice skating, arcade game
room, in-house movie theater
and a full health spa.

This is the second of four
yearly conventions for 8-12
graders. Come spend an
amazing weekend with teen-
agers from Chicago, Milwau-
kee, Kansas City, St. Louis,
Minneapolis, Omaha, Des
Moines, and Winnipeg. If this
is your first convention,
you're in for a great time, h
will be a weekend full of ex-

Continued on page 6

Need an Extra Bed??!

HOLIDAY SPECIAL

01-21-01 through 1-31-01)

| Stay 2 Consecutive Nights at

I ¢CCOOea.

Get the 3- Night

Indianapolis, IN 46268

FREE!

Having Trouble

Finding

the Perfect Gift?
J 7 11% nota wttkend or wtekendiitawif. €|

One or Two Night
Getaways Available!
Call or Stop infor details!
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Anna Weisenbach to bat mitzvah

On Saturday morning,
Dec. 15, Anna Michelle
Weisenbach (Ghana Masha),
daughter of Dan and Robyn
Weisenbach, will have the
honor of becoming a bat
mitzvah when she reads the
Torah and Haftorah at the In-
dianapolis Hebrew Congrega-
tion.

Annais excited that herbat
mitzvah falls out on the sixth
day of Hanukkah because it is
her favorite Jewish holiday.

“My Torah portion Miketz
is about Sarah's dream, the
seven cows and famine. My
Haftorah is about Zachariah
and his visions of Hanukkah.
To me, my bat mitzvah means
that | am connecting with my
Jewish ancestors. It is some-
thing that our people have
been doing for thousands of
years. | am proud to be con-
tinuing the tradition. As part
of my bat mitzvah commit-
ment, | will pursue my Jew-
ish education by attending
IHC Sunday school and reach-
ing confirmation.”

“My parents are the most
important influences in my
life. I am around them all the
time and they are great

SSSEnrss.urrrr— —*

Feb 2 - Mar 3

ASSOCWI SPONSOR
CINERCY,

PHOOUONG SPONSOR
1 Clarian Health

Anna Weisenbach

people. | think they are very
proud of my achievements
because they are constantly
complimenting the cantors on
how well-prepared | am for
my simcha.”

Anna is a seventh grader at
Clay Junior High School,
where she sings in the choir
and was voted “most social”
by her classmates. She loves
running and placed fourth on
her varsity cross-country
team.

When Anna isn't reading
or hanging out with her
friends she is giving her atten-

THE COLOR OF

by Cheryl L. Davis

: partor m
' (Affieritech
DISCOVERY SERIES

r r www.indianarep.com

or call 317*635*5252

repertory

THEATRE

T00 Phone-Umber 317 236 11722
Sff gufSealintcnjrl .t AmSiniect Inditupolii Yelio* Pages

tion to her tabby cat Mollie.
Anna is eager to see all her
out-of-town cousins from
California and other relatives
from Chicago, Boston and
Pennsylvania. Anna has cho-
sen a Hawaiian theme for her
party, which will take place at
The Riverwalk's Lodge.
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Young Judea

Continuedfrom page 3
through 8th grade children
(June 16-July 11 and July 15-
August 11); Camp Young
Judea Sprout Lake (Verbank,
NY) - 3rd through 8th grade
children (June 24-July 17 and
July 27-August 14); Camp
Young Judea Texas
(Wimberley,TX) - 3rd through
8th grade children (June 16-
July 9 and July 14-August 6);
Camp Young Judea Midwest

IND 5

(Waupaca, WI) - 3rd through
8th grade children (June 17-
July 10 and July 16-August 8);
and Camp Tel Yehudah
(Barryville, NY) - 9th through
12th grade children (June 24-
July 17 and July 22-August
14).

For further information
pleasecall Judy Shereck (212)
303-4591 or e-mail her at
jshereck@hadassah.org

Happy
Hanukkah

O0000000

Hanukkah, the Festival of Lights, celebrates that time when the
lights of the temple burned for eight days, though there was only

oil enough for one day.

Open 24 hours a day

7 days a week

86th and Township Line Rd.
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Rona

Continuedfrom page 4
citing activities, great advi-
sors, a live band, skiing, snow
boarding, roller skating, com-
edy sports and discussions
about topics affecting the Jew-
ish teens around the world
today.

For more information
please call Joanie and Neil
Harris at 251-6775 or e-mail
them at NSJHARRIS@aol.com

YJP leadership dinner

On Friday, Dec. 21, follow-
ing services, there will be a
kickoff dinner for those who
want to become involved in
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re-naming and helping pro-
gram the “"new" young Jewish
professionals group at the In-
dianapolis Hebrew Congrega-
tion.

Starting in Dec., the group
will become more similar toa
havurah, with the focus of
spirituality and philanthropy,
inaddition to social activities.
The temporary name will be
Young Adult Chavurah
(YAC).

This new group will be
open to all IHC members, be-
tween the ages of 22 and 42,
married or unmarried, with or

without children. Each event
will be co-hosted and planned
by a different group of mem-
bers.

They will retain signature
events such as dinner at
trendy restaurants, dessert at
the rabbi's house and break-
fast at the Ronald McDonald
House on Dec. 25. New events
might include Shabbat ser-
vices and dinner, guest speak-
ers, and half day retreats,
study group with the rabbi
and more.

In June 2002 a new chair-

will coordinate event plan-
ning and hold a seat on the
IHC board to represent
younger congregants' inter-
ests.

If you are interested in be-
ing a founding member of this
new group, please attend this
leadership event. If you
would like more information,
please contact Gary Stone at
255-2312 or garys@inin.com.

Drivers are needed

The Chevrat Chesed group
at IHC is being called upon
more often to drive individu-
als to doctor appointments.

Take a stroll around the world
this Sunday for only $12/

Dick Clark's International
Unlimited Champagne

Brunch Buffet

Takea trip around the world of great taste and wonderful flavors.
Sip on a glass of champagne as you stroll east to the Chinese

stir fry pavilion. From there it's a short trip to the island of tropical
fruits and salads. Hop over to France for a luscious omelette, and top

offyour excursion with some delicious Belgian waffles. It's a non-stop

eating adventure! Brunch served from 10 am 'til 2 pm every Sunday.
All for only $12.95 per person. For reservations call (513) 985-0100.

Champagme

* Roast Beef

Create Your
| Own Omelettes

t
StirFryA

Breads & Pastries

Ice Cream
& Desserts

Keystone at the Crossing, 3550 E. 86th St., Indianapolis, IN 46240, (317) 848-2002

PRESIIP

» Spacious residences
» Gourmet kitchens
» Fireplace

>1 Wood floors

Hot Entrees '
Smoked Fish

Salads

& Fresh Fruit

JAS ONE ADDRESS.

J AND MERIDIAN STREETS

INDY'S PREMIERE LUXURY CONDOMINIUM COMMUNITY

>« State of the art fitness center

» Clubhouse
» Tennis court

>+ Limousine service to airport

» Oversized windows

» Arched entry with marble foyer

» Elevator

» Gated community — 24 hour security
» Indoor parking

» Concierge service
» Car wash service

H /\

ionJ™at
Models open daily from
11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Homes from the high SIOOs
1620 to over 2000 square feet
www.lionsgatecondos.com

For information phone 317.846.6166

» Housekeeping service available
>+ Grocery service available

the grocery store, etc. IHC is
grateful to those men and
women who have already
helped with transportation,
but they need to expand their
fleet. If you are available dur-
ing the day, Monday through
Friday, and can volunteer
your time, please call Cantor
Roger at 254-2188 ext. 208

Donation wish list

From time to time, Congre-
gation Shaarey Tefilla pub-
lishes its wish list. Items re-
quested include silver kiddish
cups, havdallah sets, glass
serving platters, decorative
serving bowls, serving spoons
and forks, table linens (for
banquet tables), wire whisks,
knives, and storage bins. Any-
one wishing to offer these
items, please call the syna-
gogue at 253-4591.

MAZELTOV

Birth of:

«  Bina Miriam to par-
ents David and Marci Landis

. Emily Kaitlyn
Gallagher to grandparent"
Harriet and Bill Greenwald

« Jason Daniel to par-
ents Andrea and Adam
Fivush

* Jonah Benjamin to
parents Cindy and Lou Harry

. Brian Joseph to par-
ents Maria and Bill Gottlieb

*  Asher Tal to parents
Danya and Kevin Mendell

*  Yonathon Aryeh
Baruch to Miriam Garland
and David Potter

*  Zipora Brianna to fa-
ther Jerry, son of Rhoda
Israelov

*  Nechama Liba to fa-
ther Shalom, son of Rachel
and Rabbi Ronald Grey

*  Emily Lauren to par-
ents Dr. Alan and Jennifer
Schwartz, grandparents Dee
and Sandford Schwartz and
great-grandmother Ida
Muschel

«  Ellie Rachel to par-
ents Dr. David and Rebecca
Zipes

* Ghana to parents
Rabbi Mendel and Rebbetzin
Fraidl Schusterman

*  Alexis Grace to par-
ents Linda and Todd Maurer,
grandparents Janie and
Michael S. Maurer and Janie
and Tom Goldberg and great-
grandparents Betty and Jules
Carlin

* Dylan Hayden
Donsky to grandparents
Myrna and Leo Fang

*  Alexandra Claire to
parents Drs. Leigh and Jeffrey
Meltzer, grandparents Pearl
and David Regenstreif and
great-grandmother Molly

Continued on page 8
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Critic's Corner

Don’t miss this documentary

By CHARLES EPSTEIN

An important television
experience will be presented
on Dec. 18 and 19 over WTBU
from 8 to 9 p.m. on both
nights. This is actually a two-

hour film divided into two
one-hour segments. Why this
is broadcast over two nights
is another Judaic-Christian
mystery of which there are too
many already. But the film
Jews and Christians: A Journey
of Faith is too important to

This film tries to bridge the
huge chasm between Jews
and Evangelicals. The open-
ing short statements by differ-
ent members of the clergy are
exciting and especially fasci-
nating. These hold your atten-
tion for the rest of the film,
which covers a lot of subjects.

One of the facts revealed
early is that Christians pray to
God through Jesus Christ.
Jews pray to Him directly.
There are so many wonderful
segments to comment on but
that really is a job for a quali-
fied theologian, not an enter-
tainment critic. However, each
subject that is brought up
segues into another with the
greatest of fluidity. It is amaz-
ing how well this documen-
tary is put together.

There are discussions in
sy:nagogues, churches and
cleassrooms. Some youngsters
did not know that Jesus was
Jewish nor that he preached in
Hebrew. There were dialogues
about how Jews and Chris-
tians can promote interfaith
underslanding while respect-
ing differences. There is no
attempt to gloss over the dif-
ferences between the two
faiths or the history of Chris-
tian persecution of Jews. One
noted speaker stated that
"You can't get from the New
Testament to Auschwitz di-
rectly," and then goes ahead
to explain why.

Many of the Christian
clergy readily admit how the
Christian religion evolved
from Judaism. And then also
admit how they (the Chris-
tians) structured the elimina-

tion of Judaism.

One segment has congre-
gations of synagogues and
churches attending each
other's services and com-
menting how similar they ac-
tually are. One comment that
was left in the documentary
surprised me immensely. A
Christian woman was almost
in tears after witnessing a Jew-

ish service. She wondered
why such a beautiful people
(as the Jews) would not accept
Jesus as the Messiah, it was
such a shame. This seemed to
be the point of this documen-
tary.

What was exciting were
the classroom visits from little
youngsters to college stu-
dents. Different views of Jews
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were extraordinary. Unfortu-
nately, a lot of attitudes were
directly the result
Shakespeare's play "The Mer-
chant of Venice" in which the
memory of the character of
Shylock the despicable Jew
was extremely evident.

The creators of this extraor-
dinary presentation deserve
tremendous credit for a job

IND 7

superbly done. This film was
put together with ultimate
care. Gerald Krell is listed as
producer and director. Meyer
Odze is listed as producer,
videographer and editor. Both
are Jewish.

The film is based on the
book Our Father Abraham: The
Jewish Roots of the Christian

Continued on next page

Great Prices Never Looked This Good.
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Regenstreif

« lIsaac Michael to par-
ents Cassandra and Jeff
Schuchman, grandparents
Anne and Larry Schuchman
and great-grandma Lorraine
Schuchman

*  NoahJason to parents
Elaine and-Larry Seidman

«  Lauren Aileen
Hertzer to grandparents
Judith and Dr. Justin Libby

«  Natalie Elaine to par-
ents Abby and Christopher
Johnson and grandparents
Debbie and Michael Davis
and great-grandmother Ber-
tha Davis

*  Sarah Leslie to par-
ents Dr. Stephen and Beth
Klapper, grandparents
Beverly and Gerald Klapper
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and great-grandmother Carol
Mann

«  Sara Janet Cooler to
grandparents Dee and Harry
Cooler and Lewis Rothbard

« Eliana Hannah
Schlein Sosin to grandparents
Ted and Judy Sosin

«  Matthew Richard to
parents Richard and Sari Ohm

«  JoshuaJames Drew to
parents Pascal and Teresa
Decaudin, grandparents Dr.
Gabriel and Fran Rosenberg
and great grand aunt Florence
Kushnarov

. Isaac Schmutte, son of
Matt and Lara Chaifetz

* Julia Marin and
Adam Mortimer to parents
Dr. David and Cheryl
Ratzman, grandparents Jerry
and Janet Mann and great-

Ifyou often feel tired,
it could be anemia.

For additional information,
testing and treatment, call toll-free:

800-925-8885

© 2001. Niition.il Gaucher Foundation

grandmother Carol Mann

¢ Arista Sophia Duffin
to grandmother Fran Rogers

*  Simon Frederick to
parents Stephanie and Jeff
Cohen

+  Mimi Cooper to par-
ents Dennis and Laura
Carafiol, grandfather Dr.
Daniel Spitzberg, and great-
grandmother Zeena Bassler

*  Samantha Miceli to
parents Randi and Mark
Roger, grandmother Marilyn
Roger, aunt and uncle Cantor
Roger and Brandon Roger,
and cousins Eddie and Miles
Roger

« Maya to daughter
Shauna and grandparents
Steve and Judy Leapman

Wedding anniversaries:

«  Sharon and Robert
Miller - 25 years

Bar/Bat Mitzvah:

. 2Zvi Hersch, son of
Mark and Rochelle Effron

. Fran, granddaughter
of Drs. George and Judy Tan-
ner

. Laura, daughter of
Bob and Ellen Marcus

*  Sheryl, daughter of
Dr. Scott and Carol Hamer
and granddaughter of Dr.
Charles and Melva Hamer

« Jordan Ross, son of
Mark and Marla Tasch

«  Courtney, daughter
of Dan and Katy Dan Cantor

. Eric, son of Andrew
and Janet Jusier

. Jordan, grandson of
Sid and Sarah Sakowitz

if:

Ifyou’'reJewish,
itcould be
Gaucher Disease.

Gaucher (pronounced “Go-Shay”)
Disease is the most common genetic
disease affecting Jews of Eastern and
Central European descent. One out of
every ten carries the Gaucher j>ene -

it is far more prevalent than Tay-Sachs.

Gaucher warning signs include:

« Fatigue
* Anemia
* Bone pain

« Easily fractured bones
« Bleeding problems and

easy bruising

« Low platelet count

« Enlarged liver and spleen

Fortunately, it can be detected early with
a simple test. And treatment lets people
with Gaucher live full, productive lives.

So don’t wait another minute wondering.

Get the facts now.

/National GflUcflO Fotwdation\

11140 Rockville Pike, Suite 101
Rockville, MD 20852

www.gaucherdisease.org

Wedding mazel tov to:

. Natalie and Abe
Zukermar on the marriage of
their grandson William
Zukermanto Karen Moschella

« Jack and Charlotte
Kline on the marriage of
daughter Jennifer Hope to Dr.
Michael Alan Sontz.

*  Gail and Harvey Sax
on the marriage of their
daughter Meredith Lynn Sax
to Neil Christopher Trueman

«  Livia Klain upon her
marriage to Stephen Russell

«  Debbie and Paul
Sandock on the marriage of
their daughter Melissa Beth to
Westbrook Scott Allen

. Robin and Tom
Hedderich on the marriage of
their daughter Jennifer Roch-
elle to Jason Michael
Dubinsky

*  Elaine Glanzman on
the marriage of her son
Mitchell to Jada Hensley

 Pearl and Irving
Joffee on the marriage of their
daughter Diana to Paul
Shapiro

. Dr. Norman and Ado
Fogle and Betty Fogel and
Frank Zendell on the marriage
of son and grandson Jared
Scott to Elizabeth Ann
Christie

. P.A. Nilhagen and
Deborah Dorman-Nilhagen
and Sharon and Fred Dorman
and Morriz Katz and Fran
Jacoby-Katz and Dorothy
Dorman on the marriage of
their son and grandson Ryan
Jacob Dorman to Lee Phyllis
Rosenzweig

*  Harriett and Robert
Glazier on the marriage of
their son Richard to Jan Kiserk

« Joanne Classick on
her marriage to Barry A.
Levitt

«  Jackie and Dr. Harry
Wolf and Ruth Wolf on the
marriage of their children and
grandchildren Dan Scofield to
Suzanne Bradburn and David
Wolf to Tammy Kruse

*  Elaine and Howard
Zukerman and Natalie and

Continued on page 20

Charlie

Continuedfrom prev. page
Faith, by Marvin Wilson, an
evangelical Christian. Some
40 academics and clerics ap-
pear in the film, but do not get
the idea that this two-hour
film is just a bunch of talking
heads. Itis way more than that
and beautifully prepared.

It would be a sin inany re-
ligion if you missed this edu-
cational and entertaining pro-
gram.


http://www.gaucherdisease.org
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APPY HANUKKAH

FROM

(NOT ALL ITEMS AVAILABLE IN ALL STORES)

13-0Z. CHEESE, BLUEBERRY, CHERRY
FINE WIDE OR EXTRA WIDE OR APPLE RAISIN

MANIS 12/PK. GOLDEN 12/PK. POTATO
EGG NOODLES DUNTZES PANCAKES
K1 4,6 99
6-0Z, CARAMEL ;\(‘)S(SDT-AENB -ll-lEfifﬁABAOX INSTANT
PANCAKE MIX $1-" PUDdING MIX $1"" HUMMUS HIP $269
GMKIOKE *359 MuSeLMOI s260 CmS"DUS 89
SAVINGS FROM HEBREW NATIONAL
BEEF FRANKS BEEF SALAMI  BEEF KNOCKIMIRST

299 99 99

KOSHER KISHKA *3' " SPLR CHICKEN RREASTS J

al TP

EMPIRE TURKEYS .~169 SINAI STEW BEEF JD
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Continuedfrom page 8
Abe Zukerman on the mar-
riage of their daughter and
granddaughter Stacie
Zukerman to Jason Hamilton

TheO

¢ Elaine and Stuart Fox
and Helen Weinberger on the
marriage of their son and
ndson Daniel Fox to Margo
mberger

«  Cherri and Ira Jaffee
on the marriage of their
daughter Kira to Shlomo
Shemesh

. Dr.

Donald and

ne Gift

You Know

They'l

Voted Indy's Best!

| Love

Perfect for business and family gifts.

In Indy at the Fashion Mall Commons - Ph.# 466-1100

Sandra Rothbaum and Jane
Rothbaum on the marriage of
their son and grandson
Michael to Karen Solomon

*  Reyna Pauker on the
marriage of her daughter
Robyn to David Honig

Engagement

*  Chani, daughter of
Nini and Avi Grossbaum to
Eliezer Zalmanov

Indy medical professor to
be honored

This December, Dr. Louis
Lemberger, professor of phar-
macology, medicine and psy-
chiatry at the Indiana Univer-
sity School of Medicine, will
be among the 75 accom-
plished alumni to be honored
during the 75 anniversary of
the Long Island University
(LIV) in New York. Dr.
Lemberger was the first phy-
sician to give Prozac, Zyprexa
and Permax to a human pa-
tient while he was head of

PO Box 88404
idianapolis 4620;
251-1336

Lilly's medical clinic for 231
years. He has also authored a |
book on Bobby Knight.

LIU President Steinberg
notes, "these individuals and
their families represent the
best of all those connected to
the University. Many of our
honorees and alumni are
builders of Long Island Uni
versity; others have used theii
University education as i
springboard to become lead
ers making a difference in tlv
world." Among them ar
Louis Lemberger, a pharmac
alumnusand one of the deve!
opers of the revolutionar
anti-depressant druj
Prozac."

Accolades

Mazel tov to Eileen Prinl
on the publication of her fid
book. Art Matters.

Retirement honors

Marlene Wohlfeld has b
the membership secretary!
Congregation Beth-El Zed
since 1982. Her respon
ties included maintain
records for members!
yahrtzeits and SisterhcM re
membrance fund. She hi”bisf
taught religious school™Jklfe ™~
years, and served (with her
husband) as USY advise* for
three years. She will -'iticfiUy”
retire and be honored
December 7 Erev Shabbafl

Continued on next page

N.E. Sappenfield Agen<
“The Insurance Store”

788 9931
60 Churchman Ave., Beech Grove

822 Fort Wayne Ave., Indianapolis, IN 46204

822-0100

AARON « RUBEN « NELSON
THE MERIDIAN HILLS MORTUARY
SiitiT 1935
“Tlic 'lcu'isli Fuiicnil Home of IndiniuipoH*"
Funeral Pre-Planning Available

1328 West 86th St.

near St. Vincent Hospital

$

846-6501



Rona

Continuedfrom prev. page
vice. The Wohlfelds plan to
spend more time with their
children and grandchildren,
in Naples, Florida.

New positions

Congratulations to Steve
Frankovitz, of Congregation
Shaarey Tefilla, for being
elected as the shul's third vice
president. Steve will be re-
sponsible for synagogue
membership recruitment and
service. Michael Meyers has
volunteered to assist Steve.

Congratulations to Rhoda
Israelov, who after a distin-
guished 20 years of writing a
financial advice column for
Indianapolis Business Journal
(and formerly for the F-O) is
now a columnist for The India-
napolis Star.

Congratulations to Dr.
Yocheved Samson, who re-
cently earned her Ph.D. in
counseling psychology and is
"open for business."

New NCSY Advisors cho-
Congratulations to Joanie

and Neil Harris, who have
accepted the roles of chapter

advisors for Junior and Senior
NCSY. They bring years of
enthusiasm, dedication, expe-
rience and responsibility to
their new positions.

In high school, Joanie was
on the NCSY regional board
and was named NCSY of the
Year in the Long Island region.
During her college years she
volunteered as a chapter ad-
visor for Midwest NCSY and
was their shabbaton program
director for three years, where
she successfully ran the events
at St. Louis, Kansas City.
Omaha and Memphis.

In high school, Neil was

regional president of Midwest
NCSY and after college
worked full time for New
York NCSY as a chapter advi-
sor, an advisor for several Jew-
ish public school culture
clubs, an instructor at the
NCSY free Torah high school
in Queens, NY, and was the
regional director of NY Junior
NCSY for three years.

This talented couple are
currently organizing NCSY
social and educational pro-
grams, at Congregation B'nai
Torah, for Indianapolis teens
in grades five through 12.

Rabbinic ordination
Rabbi Susan Conforti, wife

Hanukkah Events

Continued from page 2
payment to Shaarey Tefilla
Sisterhood and RSVP by call-
ing 253-4591 by Dec. 12.

Hanukkah party for
Hadassah Szold

On Sunday, Dec. 16,4 to 7
p.m., the Henrietta Szold
group of Hadassah will be
hosting a Hanukkah party/
light dinner for members and
prospective members at the
Lion's Head clubhouse on 73

|HKHIR#A KAIL KOAD COMPAKT PHBS

JSbHOLIDA

IJPIV&Y

November 23 « December 30

LAN

\Vediie>ila> - Sunday. 9am - 1pm

Share a holiday tradition

-JBfc

1200 W. Washington St, Indionopolis, IN 46222
Open om Doily «
wvw whifenvwgoioens com

with your family!
The Indiana Rail Road Company
presents Holiday Toyland
featuring Lionel* trains
and more. Enjoy this
expanded display as

even more trains make
their holiday mils

through the festive
plantings including the
Purdue National

Poinsetta Trials in the
Hilbert Conservatory.

| The Indiana Rail Road Company

(317) 630-2001 s
sociiiv

street. Participants are urged
tobring a white elephant give,
costing under $10, to ex-
change with other guests. For
more information, please call
Joan Katz (317) 823-8221.

Hanukkah dinner at B'nai
Torah

On Sunday, Dec. 16,5to 7
p.m., the Sisterhood of Con-
gregation B'nai Torah will be
hosting a Hanukkah Dinner at
the shul. The Sisterhood will
be preparing the kosher meal
on the premises.

Guests will be entertained
by the lovely sounds of India-
napolis’ own and only
klezmer band - The Moody
Jews. At 5:30 p.m., magician
Captain Carl Martin will
amaze the youngsters with his
magic tricks.

The event is free for chil-
dren under five; $7 for chil-
dren up to age 12; $12 for
adults and childrenI3 and
older and $40 for entire fami-
lies. No takeout dinners will
be available. Please RSVP to
Helen Goldstein at B'nai To-
rah (253-5253).

JWV Hanukkah dinner

On Thursday, Dec. 20,6:30
p.m., the Indianapolis Jewish
War Veterans will be celebrat-
ing Hanukkah at the JCC with
a speaker and sumptuous ko-
sher chicken dinner, latkes,
salad and dessert prepared by
Tamar David - owner of The
Center Cafe. Dubbed, "The
Almost Free Hanukkah Din-
ner", the cost of this event will
be only $2 per person. Wives

.are encouraged to accompany

their husbands. This event is
open to all Jewish War Veter-
ans. You need not be a mem-
ber of the JWV to attend.
Please RSVP to Commander
David Weintraub (846-5268).
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of Paul Conforti, mother of
Irene and Hanna, received her
rabbinic ordination at Hebrew
Union College-Jewish Insti-
tute of Religion in Cincinnati.

IND 11

Rabbi Stacy Schlein,
daughter-in-law of Judy and
Ted Sosin, received her rab-
binic ordination at Hebrew
Union College-Jewish Insti-
tute of Religion in New York.

Ajisecaaaf<t
Quality Meats and Poultry
Since 1921

A fine line of Lamb < Beef  Veal
 Poultry and Frozen Fish

Rib Eye Roast « Beef Tenderloins
Party Trays made to order
and Deli Salads

ORDER NOW!
317/255-5498 « 255-5497

5605 N. Illinois St.,

Indianapolis, IN 46208

Giving Music This Holiday?
Remember!
In Mid-Indiana
there is only One
Compact Disc Store

that specializes in

Classical Music

SINFONIA®

Your Centerfor Classical Music*™'

Sinfonia® stocks a wide variety of classical compact discs,
including recordings from many importand specialist labels.
You can listen to any recording in stock, before you buy.
Our expert, knowledgeable staff can help you
choose exactly the right recording, for yourself or for a gift.
We can special order in any genre.

Phone Orders Welcome
Reasonable Shipping Charges
Gift Wrapping Available

please visit our store at

1730 East 86th Street

in the Nora-Keystone Crossing area
or call
843-0411 « outside Indianapolis (800) 566-0411
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Obituaries

Pollard’s mother never gave up

SOUTH BEND — Mildred
"Mollie” Kahn was born in
Pittsfield, Mass., on Aug. 19,
1917. She attended Ohio State
University, where she met her
husband, Morris Pollard, at a
Hillel function the first night
the two of them were on cam-
pus.

The two were inseparable
from then on and were mar-
ried three years later on Dec.
29,1938. Mollie never finished
her last semester of college,
but 40 years later (at age 55)
she wrote a thesis on health
care and got her social work
degree from her alma mater.

"We had a storybook love,"
said a grieving Morris.
"Mollie traveled with me all
over the world and partici-
pated in everything | did. She
cherished and nurtured our
three children. She was a great
friend and a great wife for 63

Atthe Westin...

I'T

years. | miss her dearly."
Mrs. Pollard was a lifetime
member of Hadassah and a
Sisterhood member in both
the Orthodox and the Reform
synagogues in South Bend. In
addition, the Pollards were
members of an Orthodox

J

synagogue in Perth, Australia.

More than 70 of Mrs.
Pollard's family members, the
Kahn's of Vilna, Lithuania,
were murdered during the
Holocaust. Her brother, Elihu
Klein, served in the U.S. Medi-
cal Corps in France and was
commander of an Army hos-
pital in Paris at the end of
World War II. In the late 1940s,
he collected surplus field
shoes, medical supplies and
equipment and donated them
to the new Israeli army.

Mrs. Pollard's life was
darkened in 1985 when her
youngest son, Jonathan, was
arrested and sentenced to life
imprisonment for spying to
help protect Israel and the
Jewish people. Her health de-
teriorated fighting for his re-
lease for the past 17 years. Her
final wish, unrealized, was to
hug her son as a free man be-

fore she died. Jonathan sits in
a small prison cell in North
Carolina and wasn't allowed
to attend the funeral or sit
shiva for his mother. He was
assigned to clean toilets at the
prison during the shiva pe-
riod, according to his father.
Besides her husband, Mrs.
Pollard is survived by her

children, Harvey, Jonathan!
Carol and her two grandson!
John and Michael.

On Dec. 1, Mollie died
the age of 84. On Dec. 3, mod
than 300 relatives and friend
gathered at the chapel at |
Hebrew Orthodox Cemeted
in South Bend, fora memori|
service and burial.

Alvin Levenson, 78, athlete, businessman

Alvin Levenson, 78, who
played varsity football at the
University of Michigan, died
Friday, Dec. 7.

Mr. Levenson owned and
operated Indianapolis Store
Fixtures Co. at 418 S. Missouri
St., a business his father
funded in 1918.

He was a 1947 graduate of
Butler University.

Mr. Levenson was a Navy
pilot during World War II.

LET THE CATERING PROFESSIONALS

Expect to be impressed. AT THE WESTIN HELP YOU PLAN

S6 S.

YOUR NEXT CELEBRATION.

Bar/Batmitzvah
Weddings

Chanukkah

Social and Family Events
Passover

Seder Dinners

Newly Renovated Ballroom

Newly Renovated Meeting Place

Make your dreams come true at the

Westin Indianapolis!

Ask for our cloud nine

package and experience

our heavenly bed.

CAPITOL AVE. 3 |

7.2 6 2.8 |

IndianaroLis

oo

A fine athlete, he play
varsity basketball, footq
and track at Shortridge !
School, lettering in each sd
and was selected to

City Football Team in 1]Mjj[[H

while at Shortridge.
He was a member of ¢
gregation Beth-El

Murat Shrine, Monun™""\»

Masonic Lodge #657,
Beta Tau Fraternity an<J
Broadmoor Country Club”fflj

Survivors include hii
Ann Tavel Levenson; (|£
ters; Martha J. Levensi
Lora Avery; a sister, Rosalie
Burns, and two grandchil-
dren.

Services were Monday,
Dec. 10 at Aaron“Ruben-
Nelson Meridian Hills Mortu-
ary, Rabbi Dennis Sa$so offi-
ciating.

Memorial contributions
may be made to a charity pf
the donor s choice.

Beatrice Moos, 76,
is being mourned

Beatrice Moos, 76, of
napolis, died Sunday, E

Mrs. Moos worked at
dard Oil Co. in Indianapi
clerical help and later
time at L.S. Ayres downti
From 1978 to 1988 she w]
volunteer at Little Red E
Winona Hospital and the
tral Indiana Regional Bli
Center.

She was a member of
dianapolis Hebrew Congi
tion and its Sisterhood

Survivors include her hi
band, Walter Moos; daughl
Dr. Lynn E. Bradford;
Don J. Moos; sister, Bernij
Block; brother, Reub*
Michelson, and three gram
children.

Services were at th|
graveside in Indianapolis H<
brew Congregation Norti
Cemetery on Friday, Dec,
Aaron-Ruben-Nelson Meridl
ian Hills Mortuary handlectf
the arrangements.

Memorial contributions;
may be made to the donor's]
favorite charity.
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‘All That Jazz’ JCC Auction 2001 a hit

The 2001 JCC Auction Sat-
urday, Dec. 8, with a jam ses-
sion theme, attracted plenty of
donors and sponsors, thanks
to generous volunteer in-
volvement.

liven before the event,
sponsors filled a 102-page
catalogue/agenda with ad-
vertisements sold to benefit
the Jewish Community Cen-
ter.

The event included live
music by Davidson & Lowe,
buffet of food catered by Great
Cooks & Company and a live
and silent auction. The buffet
included appetizers, gumbo
— in keeping with the New
Orleansjazz theme — chicken
etouffee and rice, and barbe-
cued salmon, among other
delectables.

Wendy Cohen and Cristy
Sagalowsky headed the vol-
unteers.

Items at auction included
hotel and condo stays, a gour-
met dinner for 10 at
Broadmoor Country Club,

nay other meals, four sideline
ickets to a Colts game, a suite
or yp to 10 people ata WNBA
game in Conseco Fieldhouse,
four courtside seats to a Pac-
ers home game against Mil-
waukeejin. 15, a Chesapeake
Bay cruise aboard the sailboat
of Marks and Barbara Levy.

The Center is still accgipting
funds for a new Yamaha pi-
ano, a portable dance floor
and a portable acoustical shell
for the stage of the Laikin Au-
ditorium.

CMyomtaw

Oftyto
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ENJOYING THE AUCTION — Georgia and Idrienne Steiman
clearly enjoyed the 2001 JCC Auction.

THEY WERE THERE —
Meytal Ashkenazi and Julie
Goldman were among the
many who took partin the fun
of the Center's annual auc-
tion.

HAPPY AUCTION-GOERS — Marsha Landau and Sharon
Linder took time out from the fun for this photo.

FOUND BY THE CAMERA — Leo and Myrna Fang turned out
for the JCC's big auction event.

o K SEQTCE came

GENERAL PLUMBING, DRAIN & SEWER CLEANING
Other items that we service:
« Well & Sump Pumps » Water Softeners « Gas Lines and Leaks
« Water Heaters » Garbage Disposal « Frozen Pipes
Residential » Commercial

786-2244 plc #103341

Be Window Wise.

DON'T LET THE SUN FADE AWAY
YOUR VALUABLE FURNISHINGS!

Help reduce costly fading of your drapes, carpet-
ing, artwork and furnishings. Elite window films

Elite

block up to 99 percent of the sun's harmful ultravio-
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let (UV) rays. Available in clear or a range of shades
and colors toompliment your decor. Also available
in safety and security versions from 2 to 14 mils thich,
which helps protect against natural disasters and
burglary attempts. Guaranteed expert installation.

Solar Concepts, Inc.
(317) 335-3100
12111 East 79th Street
Indianapolis, IN 46236
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Jewish Post & Opinion
There is a way

So how do we get Jews to attend Sabbath services?

There is one way and we will never mention it but
other than a disaster there must be ways in which Jews
may be brought to be inclined to attend Sabbath ser-
vices.

That way may never be found if the subject is never
brought to the fore of the interest of the American Jew-
ish community. In fact, it is that interest and that con-
cern which can find the answer and bringing the sub-
ject up for discussion is the way to go.

And any rabbi can bring the matter up for discus-
sion. All he has to do is to throw out the question to
his congregation.

But an even better way would be for the question to
be brought to the fore of the American Jewish com-
munity and that is what this editorial seeks to achieve.

In our view the bulk of the synagogue members of
the American Jewish community can be brought
around to attend Sabbath services, but not be the chal-
lenge of one American Jewish weekly publication.

The question has to be proposed to the American
Jewish community and which factor of that commu-
nity should do so is a good question.

Or should the combined Jewish community be
brought to consider the matter?

One thing is most certain and that is that the matter
should not be allowed to be ignored.

Maybe our congregations should pay members who
attend Sabbath services $10 for each service. So for $500
50 members who otherwise would not be attending
Sabbath services would be doing so and sooner or later
they would request that the payments be discontin-
ued.

Some congregation might just decide that the pay-
ments should not be made from its own coffers but
should be made by those members who do not attend
services.

And we know then what will happen — Sabbath
services will be crowded every week.

Which will be the congregation that will print this
editorial in its bulletin?

Our 3 rabbinical schools,
ah seeking presidents

NEW YORK — The fact that three of the nation’s rabbinical
schools are seeking new presidents was the subject of a current
article by RabbiJames Rudin as only the Jewish Theological Semi-
nary isnotamong them. They are HUC-JIR, the Reconstructionist
Rabbinical College and Yeshiva University.

He pointed out that leading a rabbinical school was viewed
as the capstone of a good scholar'scareer....but something funny,
or maybe not so funny, happened on the way to the presidential

office.

Asking the question, "does it really matter who heads a semi-
nary?" he answered "you bet itdoes. Only an intellectually strong
and spiritually exciting school can attract the kind of rabbinical
students who will guarantee a vibrant American Jewish com-

Hc concluded that “for better or worse seminaries usually
reflect the values and personalities of their presidents.

Editor's Chair

We wonder if our readers question the
space we devote to Jewish athletes who
make the news and there is a reason — a
personal one. Yet we believe our coverage
in that area is appreciated by our
subscribers. And incidentally those
subscribers can be helpful in forwarding to
us clippings from their daily paper of
achievements of athletes who are Jewish.

There was a day when Jews practically
dominated college basketball, and most
certainly in the east. And there was a day
when Jews dominated in almost every
weight in boxing as world champions.

Today there are other areas in which Jews
concentrate and in some dominate but they
are not in sports.

Yet here and there throughout America
there are Jews who star on college teams as

Hamas, Arafat
are feuding
NEW YORK — Some wel-

tons .S w

they have when in high school and their
exploits should be reported here.

And their exploits can be reported here if
our readers nationally will clip from their
daily papers or other sources reports about
them and mail them to us. In fact they can
even contact the athlete and request that he
or she forward a photo to us.

So it's up to you and we believe that most
readers will be happy to cooperate.

The answer is that we were on two teams
at the University of North Carolina — cross
country and boxing, the latter of which was
even more popular at Chapel Hill than
basketball if the number who crowded
around the ring in the "tin can," what the full
block-long building in which both sports
were held, is any proof.

Israeli institute wins

come news about Israel from
the Jewish standpoint has re-
lated that Hamas and Arafat
are at each other's throat as
Arafat threw Hamas' spiritual
leader. Sheik Ahmed Yassin
under arrest. Yassin is para-
lyzed and he was largely sym-
bolic at this point.

The crux of the situation
currently as far as the bomb-
ings which have taken so
many lIsrael lives is whether
arafat will abide by his con-
tinuing commitments to har-
ness his people.

He hals his work cut out for
him as the power of Hamas
has grown steadily.

2 Hillels get
new rabbis

NEW YORK — Changes of
leadership at two Hillel Foun-
dations have been announced.
Rabbi Richard Kirschen will
head Brown University Hillel
and Rabbi David R. Kudan
Harvard's.

UN peace education prize

NEW YORK — An Israeli institute for Jewish-Arab reconcilia-
tion has been named one of two winners of the 2001 UNESCO
Prize For Peace Education.

Representatives from the Givat Haviva Jewish-Arab Center
For Peace in Israel will be joined by Ugandan Bishop Nelson
Onono Onweng in receiving the award in Paris on Thursday,
Dec. 13.

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Or-
ganization and its International Prize Jury selected the 2001 hon-
orees to highlight the two winners' exceptional efforts in peace
education, promotion of peace and non-violence and to reward
the work done for the resolution of conflicts through dialogue.

Recipients of the prize receive $30,000 to further their goals.

Established in 1963, the Jewish-Arab Center for Peace at Givat
Haviva is Israel's oldest and largest peace education institution.
Its main aims are to foster closer relations between Jews and
Arabs in Israel and throughout the region, to educate for mu-
tual understanding, and to promote tolerance and permanent
dialogue between the two communities. Each year, about 25,000
people participate in its activities.

Despite the wars and upheavals of the past 38 years, the Cen-
ter continues to promote peace and democratic values through
its education and research projects, its conferences and work-
shops, its library and information center and its publications.

The Givat Haviva Educational Foundation was opened in
Manhattan in 1966 as the American tax-exempt support group
for the Givat Haviva Institute.

How To Kill A Business In Ten Easy Steps

1. Don't advertise. Just pretend every-
tyjdy knows what you have to offer.
2. Don't advertise. Tell yourself you
just don't have the time to spend
thinking about promoting your busi-
ness.

3. Don't advertise. Just assume
everybody knows what you sell.

4. Don't advertise. Convince yourself
that you've been in business so long
customer s will automatically come to
you.

5. Don't advertise. Forget that there
are new potential customers who
would do business with you if they
were urged to do so.

6. Don't advertise. Forget that you
have competition trying to attract your
customers away from you.

7. Don't advertise. Tell yourself it
costs too much to advertise and that
you don't get enough out of it.

8. Don't advertise. Overlook the fact
that advertising is an investment in
selling — not an expense.

9. Don't advertise. Be sure not pro-
vide an adequate advertising budget /
for business.

10. Don’t advertise. Forget that you
have to keep reminding your estab
lished customers that you appybiate
their business.

You decide... it's your business in good times or badif



Hasidic convert convict
may sue Ohio over trim

WASHINGTON — A Hasidic prison inmate whose case went
to the Supreme Court has won the right to sue Ohio for cutting
his beard.

The court refused to intervene and block the trial.

Ohio leaders argued that the case could provoke thousands of
lawsuits.

Prisons customarily force inmates to follow grooming rules
intended to control contraband and discourage gang activity.
Courts have generally sided with authorities in rules fights.

However, Hbrandon Lee Flagner won an appeals court ruling
that he has a legitimate case on religious grounds against offi-
cials who twice cut his beard and sideburns.

Flagner claims a First Amendment right to follow his religious
beliefs and traditions, including letting his facial hair grow, and
that he is no security risk.

Attorneys for 20 states joined Ohio in urging the Supreme
Court to consider the case, arguing that exemptions could ham-
per the ability of prison officials to maintain security, creating
risks for the prison staff, inmates and the general public.

Ohio requires inmates to have neatly groomed mustaches,
beards and sideburns, cut within a half inch of the skin to pre-
vent concealment of weapons or drugs.

Officials put Flagner, a murderer, in isolation for refusing to
follow the rule, then eventually cut his hair.

Although a divided three-judge panel of the 6th U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals sided with Flagner in ordering a trial, the judges
said he cannot try to collect damages from prison officials,

Flagner claims to have molested hiundreds of girls and con-
fessed to killing an 8-year-old girl whose body was never found.

He became a Hasidic Jew in 1991 while in prison and was at
times exempted from the prison's grooming regulations. He said
his beard and sideburns were cut against his will in 1996 and
1998.

Ohio Attorney General Betty Montgomery said if Flagner wins
his case, other inmates go to court challenging numerous rules
that could have security consequences.

There have been many recent court fights over prison restric-
tions.

In this case, the Cincinnati-based 6th Circuit said an essential
facet of Flagner's religion involves his facial hair and "enforce-
ment of the grooming regulation would require him to violate
that tenet.

Many munificent gifts;
Princeton’s is for $60 M.

NEW YORK — Several gifts of interest to the Jewish commu-
nity were announced this week including one for $60 m. by Pe-
ter B. Lewis of Mayfield Village, Oh. to Princeton University.
Also one for $150 m. to John Hopkins Cancer Center by Sidney
Kimmel of New York.

Also Teresaand Dr. Merle Fischlowitz of San Diego have con-
tributed $350,000 to the American Society for Technion Israel
Institute of Technology.

Another gift was for $1,080,000 from the Rose Community
Foundation of Denver to that city's Allied Jewish Federation.

The Ford Foundation has announced several gifts of Jewish
interest including one for $20,000 to Birzeit University of the West
Bank, $200,000 to Yahous Productions of East Jerusalem to pro-

mote Palestinian music locally and internationally, $50,000 to
the Cinema Production Center of the West Bank, $60,000 to
Health, Development, Information ahd the police Institute of the
West Bank, $45,000 to Yeshiva University and $Im. to Columbia
University to study Muslim minority communities in New York
4City and Europe.

Other gifts included one for $7 m. by Philip A. Straus and his
wit. Lynn, to the Bank Street College of Education of New York.
Two more 9-11 victims named

NEW YORK — TWo addi-
""TO'kwish deaths from the
Sepf Ubombrng of the World
trade Center wi re announced

Mark Brisi~n, 34, and
WV.v Schwartefcjn, 37. A

note in connection with the
disaster is the awarding by the
Reform movement of $100,000
to the Uniformed Firefighters
Association Widows and
Children’s Fund.
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Global Publications
Titles in Judaica, 2001

Monograph Series: Academic Studies in the History ofJudaism

Marvin Fox: Collected Essays on Philosophy and on Judaism
Volume I. Greek Philosophy, Maimonides

Volume II. Some Philosophers

Volume I11. Ethics. Reflections

Edited by Jacob Neusner

$50.00 per volume/Paperback

ISBN: 1-58684-144-0

MAKVIN XX\
tmumm i t*»wra

Louis Finkelstein and the Conservative Movement

By Michael B. Greenbaum

$50.00/Paperback

ISBN: 1-58684-096-7
“A thorough and insightful contribution on an unexplored dimension of JTS history where vision con-
fronts reality. The tension-fraught relationship between toe expansive leadership of Profc-.sor Louis
Finkelstein and the movement priorities of his rabbinic alumni is a fascinating case study of the always
complex religious partnership between academy and movement.”

~ Dr. Ismar Schorsch, Chancellor, Jewish Theological Seminary

Extra- and Non-Documentary Writing in the Canon of Formative Judaism
Volume I. The Pointless Parallel: Hans-Jiirgen Becker and the Myth ofthe Autono-
mous Tradition in Rabbinic Documents

Volume //. Paltry Parallels: The Negligible Proportion and Peripheral Role ofFree-
Standing Compositions in Rabbinic Documents
Volume HI. Peripatetic Parallels

By Jacob Neusner

$50.00 per volume/Papcrback

ISBN. 1-58684-106-8

Rabbinic literature in its formative age, from the Mishnah through
the Bavli, ca. 100-600 C.E.. is comprised by documents that relate to
one another in three ways. First, they are autonomous and self-con-
tained; second, they arc connected with one another; and third, they
aa* continuous with one another. Some point to connections, in the
form of parallel versions of sayings or stories, as evidence against
the theory that the documents possess integrity. In this three-volume
scries, Jacob Neusner undertakes a critical examination of the argu-
ments and evidence surrounding these connections that are tradi-
tionally marshalled against the theory of documentary integrity.

raroivimsriuuuM

His Brother's Keeper: 50 Years ofthe American Jewish Societyfor Service

By Paul Milkman  flic American Jewish Society for Service ha» rpent the past fifty years traaslat-
$50.0()/Paperback  nt5,l,¢ klcnls Of Reform Judaism into concrete social activism. On the fiftieth
Foreword by Jacob annivcrsary of Inc AJSS, Paul Milkman chronicles the founding, struggles, and
Neusner development of this unique service organization.

Monograph Reprint Series: Classics in Judaic Studies

The Ocl we of Max Kadushin
Reprints/$50.00

Worship and Ethics: A Study in Rabbinic Judaism
ISBN: 1-58684-092-4
The Rabbinic Mind
ISBN: 1-58684-094-0
A Conceptual Approach to the Mekilta
ISBN: 1-58684-078-9
Organic Thinking: A Study in Rabbinic Thought
ISBN: 1-58684-091-6
The Theology ofSeder Eliahu
ISBN: 1-58684-100-9
A Conceptual Commentary on Midrash Leviticus Rabbah
ISBN: 1-58684-101-7
(ilobal Publications is pleased to present reprints of six major works by Max Kadushin, the renowned

twentieth-century scholar of Rabbinic Judaism. These reprints feature a new introduction by Jacob Neusner,
us well as a reply to Neusner by Charles Kadushin

Organic Ihinhit
ASh*MiIbttwnriiiJe

Academic Studies in the History of Judaism and Classics in Judaic Studies are two of
the several scholarly monograph senes in Judaic and Religious Studies now avail-
able from Global Publications. Each title in these series retails for $50.00. A sub-
scription to either of the above series entitles the subscriber to a 40% discount on
each title ($30.00 per volume). Subscribers will be shipped all volumes in print im-
mediately, and all future volumes will be shipped as they are published.

To Order;
Online: www. .com (°
Phone: (607) 777 4495 or 6104; Fax: (607) 777-6132

For More Information, Contact;
Global Publications
LNG 99. Binghamton University, State University of New V
Binghamton, NY 13902-6000
Phone: (607) 777-4495/6104; Fax (607) 777-6132
www.globalpublicationspress.com
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Retired Judge Alan Farber
overcame disability to serve

LOUISVILLE — Death at age 58 came to Alan Farber, a re-
tired district judge and former law professor. His obituary in
the daily press was one of the longest.

In 1976 he became assistant commonwealth attorney and in
1980 he was appointed to serve as a district judge and later re-

elected four times.

A car accident in 1966 left him asa quadraplegic. He retired in

1993.

He was admitted to the National Hall of Fame for Persons
with Disabilities in 1985 and two years later was honored by
Eliahu Academy on whose board he served.

Rabbi Morton Applebaum, 90

BOCA RATON, Fla.,, —
Rabbi Morton Applebaum, 90,
is being mourned.

He had served at Temple
Israel in Akron, Ohio; Temple
Beth El in Flint, Mich., and
Congregation Shaarey Zedek
in Lansing, Mich. He served
on the board of trustees of the
Union of American Hebrew
Congregations, the board of

governors of HUC-JIR and the
executive board of the Central
Conference of American Rab-
bis and served on numerous
national, state and civic
boards and commissions.

With Rabbi Samuel M. Sil-
ver he co-authored ""What Ev-
eryone Should Know about
[udaism™ and wrote two other
000Ks.

Bo Belinsky, 64, Angels pitcher

LAS VEGAS — Bo
Belinsky, who pitched a no-
hitter for the the Los Angeles
Angelson May 5,1962, died at
the age of 64.

Among the fans who
watched him win the game
was Walter Winchell who
wrote up his achievement for
his national readership.

Sol Diamond dies at age 87

PHILADELPHIA — Sol
Diamond, a business execu-
tive who was a fundraiser for
Israel, died at the age of 87. He

was active in the leadership of
Federation Allied Jewish Ap-
peal drives.

R. Heiibrunn, philanthropist

NEW YORK — Robert
Heiibrunn, noted philanthro-
pist, died at the age of 93.
Among the beneficiaries of his

A ne

oS

generosity were the American

Jewish Committee and Mount
Sinai Hospital plus the UJA-
Federation

era Is here!

Philip Cowan,
bridge star

NEW YORK — Philip M.
Cowan, president-elect of the
Copyright Society of the
U.S.A,, isbeing mourned. He
was a world class bridge
player.

Sol Henkind,
Braille aid

NEW YORK — Sol
Henkind, whose name, with
that of his wife, is attached to
the Henkind Eye Institute of
Montefiore Medical Center, is
being mourned. He was active
in the Jewish Braille Institute
where he made 300 recordings
of Yiddish stories and other
works.

His generosity made pos-
sible the creation of the Saul
Lieberman Institute of the
Jewish Theological Center.

Louise Loeb,
being mourned

NEW YORK — Louise
Steinhart Loeb, president of
the Child Development Cen-
ter of the Jewish Board of
Family and Children's Ser-
vices, died at the age of 86.
Her husband of 63 years, John
A. Loeb, a philanthropist, died
in 1998.

Esther morrow,
philanthropist

PITTSBURGH — Esther
Bluestone Morrow, humani-
tarian and philanthropist who
was honored recently by the
Jewish Association on Ageing,
died at the age of 89. She was
a tireless fundraiser for the
Ladies Hospital Aid Society
and the United Jewish Federa-
tion.

plluOIl
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Stop by today.

Morton Sand, 83, of Philadelphia

PHILADELPHIA —_
Morton Sand, who served on
the board of the Jewish Fed-
eration and other Jewish
groups, died at the age of 83.
He founded Paws, a chain of
pet food stores. He served as

a command pilot in World
War 11, leading 90 missions for
which he was awarded the
Distinguished Flying Cross.

For 40 years he served on
the Albert Einstein Healthcare
Network.

Helen Schneider succumbs at 79

NEW YORK — Helen
Schneider for whom (with her
husband) the Schneider
Children’s Medical Center in
Petach Tikvah is named, died

at the age of 79.

The Schneider Children’s
Hospital in New Hyde Park
also is named after the
Schneiders.

Naomi Schor, 58, of Yale, dies

NEW HAVEN, Ct. —
Naomi Schor, Yale University
professor who authored sev-
eral books on feminist theory,

died at the age of 58. She had
held professorships at Brown,
Duke and Harvard.

Fannye Shafran, 89, is mourned

CLEVELAND — Fannye
Ratner Shafran, a supporter of
numerous Jewish causes, died
at the age of 89. She enjoyed
operating the gift shops at
Park Synagogue and Subur-

ban Hospital, which she and
her husband helped found.
She served on the board of the
Frances Payne Bolton School
of Nursing at Case Western
Reserve University.

Dr. Silverstone, JCC president

HARRISON, N.Y. — Dr
Sidney Silverstone, past presi
dent of the Jewish Commu
nity Center of Harrison, is be
ing mourned. His "'spiritua

leadership™ was noted in a
New York Times paid obitu-
ary which added that his **phi-
lanthropy leaves a precious
legacy."”

Ben Sprafkin dies Philly

PHILADELPHIA — Ben-
jamin R. Sprafkin, who for 41
years headed the Jewish Fam-
ily and Children's Service,
died on Nov. 14. After his re-

tirement in 1982 he served as
interim president of BiG
Brothers and Big Sisters of
America.

T. Tannenbaum, a TV producer

LOS ANGELES — Tho-
mas D. Tannenbaum, whose
movie and TV credits include
"The Odd Couple,”™ "The
Brady Bunch™ and **Mission
Impossible,” died at the age of

69. He began his career in
films with MGM in 1952 and
was an associate producer of
“Raintree County,"" a 1957 film
about the Civil War era star-
ring Elizabeth Taylor.

Irwin Weiner, sports agent

RYE BROOK, N.Y.— Irwin
Weiner, prominent sports
agent, died at the age of 69. He
served as a police commis-

Pulpit changes

sioner in Westchester County
and operated a printing busi-
ness in Mt. Vernon.

Temple Beth David, Snellville, Ga. will be served by Rabbi

Ronald Bluming.

Rabbi Angela Buchdahl is serving Westchester Reform

Temple, Scarsdale, N.Y.

Congregation Beth Elohim, Brooklyn, has welcomed Rabbi

Talia Feldman to its pulpit.

Rabbi Angela Buchdahl has joined the rabbii®jC"/ staff of

Congregation Beth Elohim, Brooklyn has

onud Rabbi

Talia Feldman to its education staff.
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Show explores black/Jewish tensions

By RABBI ELLIOT B. GERTEL
100 Centre Street (Arts and
Entertainment Network) de-
voted a recent episode to Af-
rican American/Hasidic
American tensions. Produced

and written by movie master
Sidney Lumet, this series fo-
cuses on New York judges,
their interactions, foibles and
strengths. The two main
judges are John Rifkind (Alan
Arkin), who is Jewish, and
Attallah Sims (LaTanya
Richardson), who is African
American.

In this episode, written by
Lumet, an elderly Hasidic
man, Israel Binyamin, is ar-
rested for running into a
young black girl and leaving
the scene of an accident. An
African American man who
pursued Binyamin and in-
cited an attack against him is
being tried across the hall for
trying to take the law into his
own hands. The African
American judge presides over
the Binyamin case while her
Jewish friend is the judge at
the African American's trial.

Interestingly, the episode
does not begin with the crime
or with any of the accused.
One gets the sense that this
would not be artistic enough
for Lumet. Instead, the first
voice we hear is that of Ben-
jamin Berkowitz, Binyamin's
defense attorney. (Are ail Jews
Benjamins with an "i" or a
"y"?) He introduces himself as
the old man’s attorney and
immediately requests a spe-
cial (that is, separate) jail cell
for his client. He claims "spe-
cial” clearance from an assis-
tant D.A., and has a letter to
prove it. He is condescending
to law enforcement officers
and to associates in the
prosecutor's office. The two
representatives of these two
departments happen to be
blik. Berkowitz threatens the
former's job and asks the lat-
ter, fW? assistant prosecutor,
"Whc"n I talk to since you're
obviouW far too down the

Udder of help?" (For
someone n"An-ogant, he cor
Uinly has ,,W,orked on his

who's and whom's.) Then he
demeans the latter a second
time by asking him if he is
afraid to take responsibility
when he refuses (out of proper
regard for procedures) to dis-
cuss the charges.

In arguing Binyamin's case,
attorney Berkowitz insists
that his client is short and
therefore could not see the
“object." The black assistant
D.A. reminds him that the
“object” is a little girl, and
Berkowitz is contrite. He
seems sincere in regretting
that his use of legal language
was insensitive. Yet Lumet has
painted the Jewish commu-
nity as expecting special fa-
vors gained through co-reli-

"separate.” It all smacks of
entitlement or of special privi-
leges. Is this Lucas's take on
the negative aspects of
“chosenness"? Or does he see
the demands and threats of his
Jewish defense attorney as
somehow admirable? He defi-
nitely regards the State of Is-
rael as an escape risk for Jews
seeking special dispensation.
The prosecution asks that
Binyamin surrender his pass-
port, lest he flee to Israel to
gain immunity from Ameri-
can prosecution.

True, Lucas has token Jews
who defend the system and
not the Hasidim. The arrest-
ing officer, a Jew, knows Yid-
dish and stands by his

It would seem that he has conjured up
the Berkowitz character to showjust how
pushy some Jews can be. But in focus-
ing on all this, hefails to raise in any
detail the basic question ofthis case: Was
Binyamin afraid to stop in a black neigh-
borhood to help thegirl who ran infront
of his car? How is that issue to be
treated? Can it be explored objectively?
And what is the responsibility of black
neighborhoods for thefears of whites, if
any? These important questions are
hardly raised, let alone addressed. One
gets the impression that Lumet is inter-
ested only in the "'big" or "'cosmic" ques-
tion regarding Black-Jewish tensions
namely, why? The African American
judge, Attallah Sims, who has decided
to run for mayor, poses the question to
her Jewishfriend and colleague: ""Do you
think that were uniqueas a black woman
and a Jewish man who arefriends?"

gionists in public office. The
glaring example is that of a
city councilman, one Zev
Brockman who, it seems, pro-
cured a driver's license for
Binyamin even though the lat-
ter cannot read English.
Lumet depicts his Jewish
characters as demanding from
the start what is "special” or

charges, to which Binyamin
confessed. He is booed in the
courtroom by the Hasidim,
ostensibly for "betraying" one
ofhis own. Across the hall, the
Jewish judge clears the court-
room of African American
hecklers who are turning the
trial into an open and loud
protest of lack of Black clout

in American courts. (One gets
the impression from Lumet
that any Jewish “clout" is pure
manipulation.)

Lumet is hell-bent on high-
lighting the contrasts and
similarities between the Afri-
can Americans and the
Hasidim. He exults in show-
ing the Black Muslims in their
regalia trading jeers with the
Hasidim in theirs.

It would seem that he has
conjured up the Berkowitz
character to show just how
pushy some Jews can be. But
in focusing on all this, he fails
to raise in any detail the basic
question of this case: Was
Binyamin afraid to stop in a
black neighborhood to help
the girl who ran in front of his
car? How is that issue to be
treated? Can it be explored
objectively? And what is the
responsibility of black neigh-
borhoods for the fears of
whites, if any? These impor-
tant questions are hardly
raised, let alone addressed.

One gets the impression
that Lumet is interested only
in the "big" or "cosmic" ques-
tion regarding Black-Jewish
tensions — namely, why? The
African American judge,
Attallah Sims, who has de-
cided to run for mayor, poses
the question to her Jewish
friend and colleague: "Do you
think that we're unique as a
black woman and a Jewish
man who are friends?"

The response to the ques-
tion is intriguing. Lumet al-
lows the Arkin character, the
Jewish judge, to preach and
lecture, and to provide a very
specific perspective. He says
that the "feeling of unity" be-
tween Jews and Blacks "may
not have been as real as we
thought it was." After all,
black people worked for Jews;
they had to patronize a lot of
stores owned by Jews. So the
"basis for anti-Jewish feeling
may have been there.” One
wonders to what the “there”
is referring. Is it Black resent-
ment that Jews owned the
stores? Or the attitude of the
Jews? Or something in the
nature of the storekeeper-cli-
ent relationship when they are
of different races?

The African American judge
replies that she feels the an-
tagonism both ways (that is,
from both sides), especially
now that she is running for
mayor.

This remark is clearly in-
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tended to enable the Jewish
judge to present his main the-
sis. He attributes growing
Black-Jewish tensions in re-
cent decades to the "failure of
the church” that drove "so
many Black men" to "turn to"
Islam. He adds thatduring the
Cold War, the United States
was backing Israel and the
Black Muslims were against
Israel. Hence, the tensions.
“Malcolm X's death couldn't
have come at a worse time,"
he concludes. The Black Mu:
lim leader was becoming "i
ternational” and "interfaith”
after a pilgrimage to Mecca
where he personally wit-
nessed every race participat-
ing and interacting.

Again, the “explanation™ is
ambiguous. Was it the Black
Church or the White Church
that failed African American
men? And in what way? And
were Black Muslims against
Israel because of U.S. support
for Israel, or because of hatred
of Jews and of Israel in the
Black community or in the
Muslim community?

The episode is significant
because it is TV's first attribu-
tion of Black-Jewish tensions
to the Islamic faith. But the
case is totally unreasoned, and
is unrelated to the plot. Lumet
succeeds only at gratuitously
invoking Islam and at broad-
casting stereotypes of Jews as
clannish and self-absorbed,
images that reinforce the
worst stereotypes in Muslim
— or Christian — circles.

It seems to this reviewer
that instead of attempting to
deal in theological issues, and
doing so through his Jewish
character, Lumet would have
done better to have the black
characters do the talking, and
to express their frustrations to
offending characters such as
Berkowitz. After all, some of
the problem, if not all of it, is
due toa lack of respect in daily
interactions, on both sides.
Lumet could have dealt with
that very directly. His judges
would have been more effec-
tive as social commentators
had they dealt with issues of
respect in their own court-
rooms.

And if Lumet has evidence
that Islam is antagonistic to
intergroup relations, he needs,
at least, to make a thoughtful
case and, at best, to use his
plots and characters to sug-
gest a way to build bridges
across such hostility.
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CD by Carlebach 's daughter disappoints

By MORTON GOLD

1 was pleased to receive a
newly released CD in my mail
this week. The CD features the
voice of Neshama Carlebach.
Yes, she is the daughter the

late Rabbi Sholomo
Carlebach. The CD contains
13 songs, most in Hebrew but
with others in English as well
as Yiddish text.

The title of the CD is "Ani
Shelach." The nicest remarks
| can make concern the en-
closed booklet. That is profes-
sionally done with the text,
translation and transliteration
of the text clearly as well as
attractively presented. There
are numerous photographs of
Ms. Carlebach as well as the
instrumentalists in the book-
let. The instrumentalists are
all identified and the instru-
ments they play are listed as
well. Ms. Carlebach also goes
to great lengths to thank them
for their collaboration.

In the inside cover the
composers of the songs per-
formed are identified. Of the
13, ten were composed by
Rabbi  Carlebach. Ms.

Carlebach collaborated with
others in the remaining three.
The English translations of the
songs are all in idiomatic En-
glish. The person who did the
translations is not identified.
This is the only real flaw in the
booklet.

The first song on the CD is
"Ani Shelach," written by Ms.
Carlebach with Mat Gurman
and David Morgan. The text
is that of the "Priestly Bene-
diction.” While Ms. Carlebach
bears a striking resemblance
to Monica Lewinsky, she
sounds like Marilyn Monroe!
That is to say she sings this
sacred text in a breathless and
somewhat sexual manner,
which | feel is not at all suited
to the text.

There are also momentary
twangs here and there on the
guitars. Maybe it is | but for
my 2 cents worth, | feel that
the approach as well as the
interpretation and the totality
of the perf Te s inappro-
priate. Mus there is noth-
ing positive 1 Cw.i comment on.

The second song is called
"Pe'ero Alay" (His Glory Is
Upon Me.) composed by Rav
Sholomo. While the singing
style is the same here, Ms.
Carlebach shows that she re-
ally does have a voice but
saves its showing until the
repetition. The instrumental-
ists are given free rein here
with the drummer seeming to
take delight in whacking the
suspended cymbals regularly

Books by Rabhi Samuel Silver

(Price* Include Postage)
HowTo Enjoy Thi§ Moment
A treasury of practical philosophy « $9.50
“// bringsjoyfor the moment and enrichmentfor life*—
Rabbi Maurice N. Eisendrath.
Explaining Judaism to Jews and Christians
The basic tenets ofJudaism and its relevance
to our times + $8.50
*Tenjoyed every moment ofRabbi Silver's book. It's nota
how-to book but more ofa how not to waste theprecious
moments oflife.”—Arthur Levitt
Mixed Marriage Between Jews and Christians
The complexities and responsibilities
of intermarriage * $6.50
What Happiness Is...

Hundreds of definitions of happiness with definitions
written expressly for this book by Bob Dole, Bob Hope,
Art Buchwald, Sen. William Cohen, Rev. Robert Drinan,
Isaac Stern, and Norman Cousins « $10.50
Send orders and checks to Mrs. Elaine Silver,
15436 Strathearn Dr., Delray Beach, FL 33446
Tel: 561-499-2610

during the otherwise interest-
ing and well played piano
solo. If I had to | might char-
acterize this song as sounding
like a yeshiva bocher who
joined a rock band.

The third song is called
"Simon Tov" and sounds very
hip indeed. If | were Ms.
Carlebach's manager or her
artistic adviser, or someone
who wishes her well, which |
do, I would suggest that while
she does net hawe a poor voice
she is not using it wisely or
well. The breathy, sultry ap-
proach works well with lo
songs but not well at all with
songs like "Simon Tov.")

This particular CD (for me)
showcases the talents of the
instrumental ensemble much
more than it does those of Ms.
Carlebach. | would encouirage
her to get an arranger who
would showcase her and her
talents above and before any-
thing or anyone else. An im-
portant musical as well as aes-
thetic consideration is that
one's approach to different
songs be, well, different!

The press release says she

ron the concert circuit.
While | have never seen her
(or even heard her sing) | can
only imagine the effect if she
sways her hips while singing
songs like the "Priestly Bene-
diction!" In that case one
might have more than musi-
cal style to criticize. Her com-
ments and background sug-
gest a very wholesome and
religious persona. This back-
ground and attitude is not at
all what is projected musically.

Even before listening to
this CD | was disposed t 0
write a friendly and at the
least a positive review based
out of respect to her natwe
alone. Alas, my musical integ-
rity seems to have gotten in
the way. | realized after listen-
ing to the CD that it was not
Ms. Carlebach | disliked as
much as it was the arrange-
ments and similarity in ap-
proach to each song.

One cut | did like was her
singing of "Zug, Zug, Zug."
While Hebrew music may be
compatible with moderate
rock music, surely not every
song suggests that approach.
Simply put, this approach
does not work with every
song and is often tasteless.
Many listeners, particularly
younger listeners, may indeed

Continued on page 14

Jewish Theater

We expected better of these 2

By IRENE BACKALENICK
Two new Jewish shows
have just made their appear-
ance in the heart of the New
York theater world — one at
Lincoln Center and

Broadway. Both have arrived
with attendant hoopla, but
have proved to be disappoint-
ing. This despite the impor-
tant theater names attached to
both — such names as Neil
Simon, Jerry Zaks, Marian
Seldes, Lewis Stadlen, Bebe
Neuwirth.

First, a look at Neil Simon's
new comedy — "45 Seconds
from Broadway."” Why this
title? Because the play is all
about an eating establishment
patterned after the Edison
Cafe (which happens to be 45
seconds from Broadway — on
47th Street between Broadway
and 8th). That time-honored
institution has lomg been the
gathering place for theater
people, Jewish and otherwise.
Call ita diner or luncheonette
or restaurant or what you will,
itisa historic New York land-
mark AND the place for tra-
ditional Jewish food in the
Times Square area.

As a New York theater
critic, I've frequently eaten at
the Edison, sometimes focus-
ing on actors, other times fo-
cusing on a bowl of matzoh
ball soup. Not too long ago |
had a chat with Jackie Mason,
who happened to be sitting at
the next table. (Simon's main
character is a thinly-veiled
version of the comedian.) So,
naturally, | felt a proprietary
interest in "45 Seconds..." And
| expected great things, given
the combination of Neil
Simon, Jackie Mason and the
Edison Cafe. How could it
miss?

Butmiss it does. Like many
a playwright, Simon seems to
have written himself out, and
is now repeating the pattern
of earlier times. Not that he
can't always be relied on for
the fast and funny quip. And
in offering a Jackie Mason
character as the central figure,
he gets the comedian's routine
down perfectly. And that rou-

tine is safe in the hands of the
very competent Lewis
Stadlen.

But there's nothing fresh.
And only flimsy, fragmented
vignettes in place of a story. A
number of lost souls wander
inand out, and the kindly old
restaurateurs (husband and
wife who are Holocaust sur-
vivors) offer solace and free
food. Simon interweaves
these sketchy tales in TV sit-
com style, nicely resolving all
proniems as the curtain drops.

The only signs of a story
with some depth involve the
comedian and his older
brother — a pitiful, insecure
creature who suffers by com-
parison with his famous
brother. Simon is often preoc-
cupied with such sibling rela-
tionships, and this time
around, with the excellent
David Margulies playing the
older larother, the play shows
momentary flashes of power
and insight.

Inall, this is not Neil Simon
at the top of his form —
Edison Cafe and Jackie Mason
notwithstanding.

Farther uptown, at Lincoln
Center is "Mitzi Newhouse,"
aserious drama by the prolific
Richard Greenberg ("Three
Days of Rain," "The American
Plan," adaptation of "Dance of
Death," and numerous other
works). Beginning on the
Lower East Side in the 1940s
and moving to California in
the 1990s, the play covers four
generations of a Jewish fam-
ily. Greenberg is seeking an-
swers about the very nature of
life. How does one generation
affect the next? How impor-
tant is it to connect with the
past? But these questions are
never clearly explored, as sib-
lings battle and resentments
fester.

Yet Greenberg's characters
are indeed interesting. The
lower east side mother who
launders money, literally
hanging dollar bills on a
clothesline in the kitchen (God
forbid we should get germst)
— is all too vivid. And her
battling daughters are a study
in contrasts and family rival-
ries. As are the daughters of a
later generation.

The drama does have mo-
ments of poignancy. The
struggle for the immigrants to
establish themselves — to
bridge the gap between cul-

Continued on page 14



Milk, Honey & Vinegar

Intifada has bred poverty for both sides

By JUDY CARR

An unemployed man said
that his family would have
eaten bread and margarine for
Sabbath. However, a Hassidic
Jew called around with
money and food.

A woman spoke on Israel
Radio saying she was not ask-
ing for meat or fruit, just for
bread for her family.

A man who had been un-
employed for three years said
he did not mind how little
money he worked for. He just
wanted to get up in the morn-
ing and have a place to go to.

The unemployment is hor-
rific. No five years of unem-
ployment pay here. You get a
percentage of your last salary
for six months and then you
can reapply for a much
smaller sum for the next six
months. After that you get
your health and social secu-
rity paid and next to nothing.
You only get that if you can
prove you are utterly desti-

About Books

By JACK FISCHEL
The University of Michi-
gan will publish this month
Anna Seghers: The Mythic Di-
mension, by Helen Fehervary.
Never heard of Seghers?

She was the author of the cel-
ebrated antifascist novel The
Seventh Cross, which also was
turned into a film. Fehervary
presents a fascinating portrait
of Seghers, a German Jewish
writer, who the author places
within the larger context of
Central European intellectual
history. ($52).

An extraordinary memoir
from one of our most cel-
ebrated poets is The Bread of
Time: Touvrdan Autobiography,
by Philip Irvine. University
of Michigan Press (this month,
$14.95 paper).

T>ne of Austria's foremost
and cor'troversial novelists

tute.

Arafat seems to have done
his work without gunning any
more of us down. The Pales-
tinians are in no better state.
Israel refuses to let them into
Israel forjobs and they remain
in their territories and starve.

How did we all get into
this mess? Israel and also the
Palestinian territories are, or
were, productive fertile lands.
The Jewish brain, the Jewish
and Arab farmers, produced
prasductive miracles. Every
fruit, every food, every pro-
duce, came from the hands of
the Jewish and Arab labor.
Before all this conflict started,
you did not hear of anyone
crying out for bread. There
was food in plenty for all.

Then Arafat started his
bullets. Work for the Palestin-
ians halted. Jewish businesses
gradually folded up. Tourism
dropped off, finally to vanish.

When are both sides going
to see sense and stop the fight-

has written a biography of this
giant of Austrian literature
titled Thomas Bernhard: The
Making of An Austrian. The
author shows how the novel-
ist revealed his country's Nazi
past as well as its legacyh of
anti-Semitism. Yale University
Press (Jan., $29.95).

Originally published in
Yiddish in 1954, My Life As A
Radical Jewish Woman: Memoirs
ofa Zionist Feminist in Poland,
by Puah Rakovsky, has been
edited with an introduction by
Paula E. Hyman, trans. From
the Yiddish by Barbara
Harshav with Paula E.
Hyman.

Born into a rabbinical fam-
ily, Rakovsky (1865-1955)
early on cast aside her reli-
gious practice for Zionism,
and would not allow her voice
to be silenced by the males
who dominated the Zionist

ing. We could be a beautiful
united country, with prosper-
ity, loads of tourists, people
able to choose their jobs.

Instead we have this, re-
duced to a hell of poverty. If
not for the charitable, led by
the Habadniks, many less
would get a meal.

Is Israel, our Sovereign
State, to become a place with
almost no jobs, where people
who worked are living off
charity? A soup kitchen soci-
ety.
This is not what the first
pioneers had in mind. The
Jews who decided to base the
State on work, who decided
that the Jew had to become a
worker.

Look, | can t provide a so-
lution.

But a solution must be
found.

Judy Carr may be reached at
POB 6431, Tel Aviv, mx 61063
Israel.

and progressive movements
of her day. Indiana University
Press (this month, $24.95).

Life in Nazi Germany is
recounted in A German Tale: A
Girl Surviving Hitler's Legacy,
by Erika V. Shearin Karres.
Barricade (this month, $22).

Nobel Peace prize winner
and Holocaust survivor Elie
Wiesel continues to challenge
political injustices and to keep
memories of the Holocaust
alive in Conversations with Elie
Wiesel: Elie Wiesel and Richard
D. Heffner. Edited by Thomas
J. Vinciguerra, Heffner, a pro-
fessor of communications and
public policy at Rutgers, en-
gaged Wiesel in a series of
conversations on the PBS
show The Open Mind, and the
result is this important book.
Random/Schocken  (this
month, $23).

$6.2 B. in banks are unclaimed

JERUSALEM — Un-
claimed Holocaust assets to-
talling $6.2 billion are being
held in banks, the state and
various public institutions.

Colette Avital told the
Knesset. She said that previ-
ously accepted figures of NIS
700 million was an estimate.
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Fleishman's Flight

Israel must be clear in its p.r.

By ALFRED FLEISHMAN

It is apparent that Israel
and Arafat have come to a
conclusion.

Israel has said or made it
clear that it is definitely en-

gaged in fighting terrorism.
That expression has made it
clear that it is fighting in that
business (the same as the
United States).

This is taken by the U.S. to
mean they are in the same
fight and Israel gets little criti-
cism from Bush or Powell, etc.
The point is the same one
made that | suggested in a pre-
vious column -namely, Israel
will declare what it is doing
and with a purpose.

From this | believe Israel
will declare everything it is
doing is on the same course as
the United States. Itis notjust
going along, as it were.

Again, | repeat, Israel must
issue a clear statement as to
what it is doing, where and
when and why. In case the
point has been missed, | be-
lieve she should adopt an
equal or better public relations
program than she is doing.

That will cause her actions
to be clear and definite with
every act Israel makes. Only
then will Israel's actions be
clearly understood and Arafat
will not have the field for him-
self. It is clear that the fight
must be fought by the fullest
means.

The United States has a full
explanation every day by ev-
ery department involved. Or
so it seems. What more do we
need to know?

Albert Fleishman may be
reached at PO Box 410108, St.
Louis, MO 63141.

Teach Diaspora

Reviews by JACOB NEUSNER

Gerald Tulchinsky, Taking
Root. The Origins of the Cana-
dian Jewish Community.
Toronto: Lester Publishing Lim-
ited. ISBN 1-895555-13.2. 341
pp. US$35

Gerald Tulchinsky, Branch-
ing Out. The Transformation of
the Canadian Jewish Commu-
nity. Toronto: Lester Publishing
Limited. ISBN 0 -7737 -3084-2.
470 pp. US$35

Like everything Canadian,
Canadian Jewry finds itself
perceived abroad as a mere
appendage to the USA, boring
and derivative. Gerald
Tulchinsky's history does
more than establish that Cana-
dian Jewry possesses its own
integrity and character. It is no
mere clone of the vast and
domineering Jewry to the
south. He makes Canadian
Jewry interesting on its own
terms and establishes along
the way that Canada is differ-
ent from the USA in more than
trivial ways.

His two-volume story,
written with skill and verve,
makes local history interest-
ing and yields important cul-
tural insights into the contem-

porary condition of Judaism
as well.

Tulchinsky's mature con-
ception of his task as a histo-
rian —he works in urban eco-
nomic history — yields a mas-
sive and balanced proportion-
ate account, no mere celebra-
tion of local personalities. He
begins with a comparison of
American and Canadian Jew-
ish histories that | found com-
pletely original and highly il-
luminating.

He makes stick his claim
that "Canadian Jewish history
isa subjectin its own right, not
a branch or pale reflection of
the Jewish experience in the
United States...The Ameri-
canization of the Jews — their
gradual or rapid adaptation to
and acceptance in the main-
stream of American culture,
and the development of what
might be called the American
Jewish symbiosis — was not
necessarily mirrored in
Canada." Canadian Jews are
as different from American
Jews as Canada is different
from the USA.

What explains the differ-

Continued on page 14
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Christianity’s

debt to

Judaism

mB

ABOUT DR. HOLMES - The
Rev. Dr. John Hnynes Holmes, re-
nowned minister of the Commu-
nity Church Neiv York City, ivas
one ofthe most prominent civicand
religious leaders in America. His
reputation as a dynamic, fearless
preacher has spreadfar and wide.
His many-faceted career as a lec-
turer, author, travelerand leader of
civil rights made him a uniquefig-
ure in the ministry and political
life. He began his ministry at the
Community Church in 1907, and
his pulpit andforums won a great
host ofadherents. He was afounder
of the American Civil Liberties
Union, afounder of the National
Association for the Advancement
ofColored People, was chairman of
the City Affairs Committee ofNew
York for nine years. Dr. Holmes
was agraduate ofHarvard Univer-
sity and its Divinity School.

A sermon by the REV. DR. JOHN HAYNES HOLMES
Minister, Community Church, New York
speaking to you this morning i have two very definite propositions in mind. One is the proposi-
tiCttl that Christianity owes a heavy debt to Judaism. The other is the proposition that Christianity
ought to be willing to recognize and pay this debt, as any honorable debtor recognizes and pays his
. obligation.

When | speak of Christianity, let me say, | am not speaking of the theological doctrines or ecclesias-

tical instructions - very little of what is contained in the actual history of the church. Rather am |
' speaking in terms of that pure religion and undefiled which sprang from the heart of Jesus., was propa-
gated far and wide by the disciples and apostles, was recorded in the pages of the New Testament, and

remains to this day the greatest single spiritual influence in human history. This religion, it should be
gfiBwn, is in reality Jewish in origin and content. It is only an accident that it did not remain in the end
what it was in the beginning - a part and parcel of the Jewish world. Now that it is one of the separate
religions of mankind, its parentage should be confessed, and its heritage duly honored.

Let me begin what | have to say this morning with Jesus, who is the center and soul of Christian
faith.

Joseph and Mary were pious Jews, they went up each year in Jerusalem to keep the feast of the
Passover! They taught Jesus, by precept and example, to attend the synagogue where he became ac-
quainted with the Bible of his people. In his early manhood, it was his custom to go to the synagogue
on the Sabbath day. . . and he began his public ministry, so the record tells us, by standing up in the
synagogue in Nazareth and reading from the prophet Isaiah. In spirit as well as in blood, this Nazarene
was a son of Israel. It is to the Jews that the Christians owe this peerless leader and founder of their
faith. | would go as far as to say that we cannot understand Jesus unless we acknowledge that his
rightful place in history is that of the last and greatest of the Jewish prophets.

So much for Jesus! Next only to this august figure of the Nazarene stand three elements which are
central in Christianity. For all these three elements the Christians are indebted to the Jews.

In the first place, there is the Bible, the sacred scriptures of the Christian church. This Bible consists
of two parts - the Old Testament, so called, and the New. The Old Testament, which comprises some
three-fourths of the Bible, belongs not to Christianity at all but to Judaism. The Old Testament, let it be
said is the Jewish Bible! | know of no more high-handed piece of impudence in all history than the
action of the early Christians in taking over the Old Testament into their churches, and saying: "This is
ours!" It is as though we Americans should possess ourselves of Shakespeare and Milton, and Dryden,
and Poe, and Keats, and Shelley, and Tennyson, and Browning, and solemnly declare that the writings
of these men belong to us and were the basic part of our native literature. Saying so, of course, does not
make it so!

These poets are not Americans - and by the same token, the Old Testament is not Christian. It is
Jewish through and through, and whenever we use it we should remember that we are turning to
Jewish sources for instruction and inspiration. That is the reason why | am careful iin our services here
to refer to the Old Testament, whenever | read lessons from its text, as "the Scriptures of the Jews." As



for the New Testament, this is our own. This portion of the Bible is
“the Scriptures of the Christians.” But even so, it is only fair to rec-
ognize, it seems to me, that the New Testament is throughout a
Jewish book. Every word of it, from the first chapter of Matthew to
the last chapter of Revelations, was written by Jews, and thus is
saturated with the Jewish spirit and ideals.

Next to the Bible comes the church - by which | mean not the
hierarchy, which belongs to a later period of history, but the simple
fact of the congregation of men and women meeting together on a
Sunday morning for the worship of Almighty God. Where did this
reality come from? Why, from the Jews - more specifically from
that generation of Jews which suffered the tragic experience of the
Exile.

In the ancient times, among all peoples, there was no church, or
congregation, as we know it today. The centers of religious wor-
ship were temples, dedicated to the god or gods of the nation, where
national festivals were held, where holy offices were performed by
priestly agents of the state, and where the people came at periodic
intervals to lay their offerings upon the sacred altars. This was as
true in Palestine, as it was in Egypt, Babylonia, Greece and Rome.
The great temple of the Jews was in Jerusalem, and there was wor-
ship offered to Jehovah. There were times, to be sure, when local
worship was set up in what was called the "high places," but this
was uniformly discouraged, and all religious rites thus centered in
the city of the king.

Then came the Exile, in 586 B.C. The kingdom of Judah was over-
run, Jerusalem captured and destroyed, and the people carried away
asslaves into the far realms of their conquerors. Here they remained
for two generations, lost to their homeland and to all the high prac-
tices of their religion. How could they sing the Lord's songs in a
strange land? How could they worship God without temple or al-
tar? They must keep in touch with their deity, and plead for his
pity and help - otherwise they were surely lost, and their children
with them. But with the Temple so far away, how could they reach
God, or perform the rites which he expected?

The answer came out of the very necessities of the situation.
Robbed of their temples as of their holy city, the exiles, settled in
scattered towns and villages, came together on the Sabbath day,
wherever they were, and remembered Zion and read from the sa-
cred pages of the Law. These meetings came to be regular gather-
ings, which in due course were organized, and later developed
customs and practices and a sanctity of their own. They were called
synagogues - or whatever is the Hebrew word for a “gathering
together,” or congregating of men and women for the holy pur-
pose of religion.

It was thus, in a time of dire extremity, that the Law of Israel was
preserved, and the memory of Jehovah, the God of Israel, not for-
gotten. In due course the Jews returned to Palestine, and there set
up the Temple once again upon Mt. Zion. The central worship was
thus restored, and the priests once again commissioned to guard
the people's destiny.

But the habit of the Exile was too strong and people would not
give up their local or congregational meetings in their villages, or
even houses. The synagogue became as well recognized an institu-
tion of Judaism as the Temple itself, and held in time the first devo-
tion of the people. Jesus knew the synagogue of Nazareth from his
youth up, and in this synagogue began his ministry. When, follow-
ing his death, his followers carried on his work, it was first in syna-
gogues, and only later in churches of their own, that they proclaimed
the Gospel.

But these churches, when they came, were modeled precisely on
Jewish example, and thus were the daughters of the synagogue.
When Christians meet today on Sunday mornings to worship God
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and to consecrate their lives to his service and to preserve the sa-
cred traditions of the faith, they are doing not only what the early
Christians did, but what the Jews have done since the sad days of
the Exile. We have a church because the Jews first had a synagogue.
The former is the direct descendant of the latter.

This brings us directly to the third of these essential elements of
Christianity. In addition to the Bible and the church is Sunday as
the sacred day of rest, and worship - the one day in seven set scru-
pulously aside for purposes of physical recreation and spiritual
regeneration. Where did this Christian Sunday come from? Why,
obviously from the Jewish Sabbath.

It is true that the Jewish Sabbath is the last day of the week -
traditionally the day when God rested from his labors after the six
days of the creation. "And on the seventh day God ended his work
which he had made" (Genesis 2:2). The Christian Sunday, in con-
trast, is the first day of the week, so celebrated because it was on
this first day that Jesus is supposed to have risen from the dead.
And when the Sabbath was past, very early in the morning, the
first day of the week, they came unto the sepulchre and saw that
the stone was rolled away. (Mark 1-3). So the first day among Chris-
tians came to take the place of the seventh day among Jews. But
this detail is unimportant. The central fact is that the Christian Sun-
day is lebirth of the Jewish Sabbath - the Christian once again tak-
ing the religious practices from the Jew!

We are beginning now, perhaps, to understand how stupendous
is the debt which Christians owe to Jews. Not only Jesus himself,
but the Bible, the church, and Sunday all come from Jewish sources.
But not yet have we gotten to the heart of the matter. What about
the teachings of Christianity - those great truths of the moral and
spiritual life which constitute the essence of the Gospel? The things
which Jesus taught - were those original with him, or did they
spring from the Judaism in which Jesus was bom and reared?

The question reminds me of an experience in the early days of
my ministry in this city. | was attending a meeting of the Liberal
Ministers Club of which certain Jewish rabbis were members along
with the Christian clergymen. | chanced to be sitting beside a very
eminent rabbi of that day - the head of the great Temple Emanu-El.
In the course of our conversation together, 1 made reference to what
1 called "the originality of Jesus.” What was my surprise to hear
this rabbi retort that there was no originality in Jesus - that the
Nazarene was one of the more unoriginal men who ever lived.

As a young and ardent preacher, | was greatly shocked by this
remark. In late years, however, | came to feel that my friend, the
rabbi, was on the whole correct. It is true that Jesus was original in
what he said - or rather in the way he said it! Of all the religious
teachers of the world he ranks as incomparably the most poetic.
The Sermon on the Mount and the various parables are unmatched
for sheer power and beauty in either ancient or modern literature.
Jesus was original also in his spiritual insights - in his discernment
of truth to the common way of life. He had a genius for spirituality
which is unparalleled. But his supreme and unique contribution to
Christianity, of course, was his personality. Within this man was a
radiance of the inner life which made it easy for his contemporar-
ies to join with the Roman Centurion in the declaration: "Verily,
this man was the Son of God."” But in the actual content of his teach-
ing, Jesus was not original. The substance of his faith and vision
was all derived from Israel! Let me see if | can make this plain:

On New Year's Day, 1946, a civic ceremony was conducted at
the City of Mayor LaGuardia, in which a Catholic priest, a Protes-
tant clergyman and a Jewish rabbi were the participants. In the
course of his remarks, the mayor referred to the Golden Rule and
the Lord's Prayer, and said that if men would only live up to the
Continued on next page
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Debt

Continued from prev. page
precepts of these two teachings,
there would be no trouble in the
world. It would seem as though
in this reference the mayor was
flattering the Christians and
leaving out the Jews. As a mat-
ter of fact, he could not have
made a better selection, for the
Golden Rule and the Lord's
Prayer belong quite as much to
the Jews as to the Christians
themselves.

The Golden Rule, it must be
said, belongs to neither Chris-
tians nor Jews, in any exclusive
sense of the word. It is a part of
all religions. Thus, | have found
it in the scriptures of no less
than nine of the world's reli-
gions - Hinduism, Zoroastrian-
ism, Buddhism, Confucianism,
Mohammedism, Grecian, Ro-
man, Judaism, and Christianity.
The Golden Rule, as it appears
in the New Testament, is famil-
iar: "all things whatsoever ye
would that men should do to
you, do ye even so to them, for
this is the law of the prophets.”
The Jewish Golden Rule is
negative rather than positive in
its formulation, but is identical
in meaning. It reads: "Whatever
ye do not wish your neighbor
to do to you, do not do unto
him. This is the whole law, the
rest is exposition.”

But the Lord's Prayer - this
surely is original with Jesus! So
itis in its formulation into one
of the simplest and most beau-
tiful compositions that can be
found in the world's religious
literature. But in its content it
is derived from beginning to
end from Jewish sources. There
isnot a line in the prayer which
cannot be duplicated in these
sources. In substantiation of
this sweeping assertion, let me
cite the testimony of two schol-
ars who have a right to speak,
as | do not.

The firstis a famous German
authority, Theodor Keim,
whose biography of Jesus, writ-
ten many years ago, still ranks
as one of the greatest studies
ever made of the life and teach-
ings of the Nazarene. Referring
to the Lord's Prayer, Keim
writes: "Not only the address of
God, together with the first two
petitions, but pretty well all of
it in detail, appears here and
there in Jewish Talmudic
prayers.” The second witness is
a great Jewish scholar, Joseph
Klausner, of the Hebrew Uni-
versity of Jerusalem, whose
Jesus of Nazareth is regarded as
the ablest biography of Jesus
ever written by a Jew. In this
authoritative work the author
says of the Lord's Prayer that it
is ""a remarkable prayer, univer-
sal in its appeal, earnest, brief
and full of devotion. Every

single clause in it, hhwever, is
to be found in Jewish prayers
and saying in the Talmud.” So
the Golden Rule and the Lord's
Prayer alike belong to Jews as
well as Christians.

Next only to these two docu-
ments, | would name the Beati-
tudes as the most precious say-
ingss to be found in the Chris-
tian Scriptures. Here again we
have a formulation of truth
which is a supreme illustration
of Jesus' poetic and spiritual
genius. But the content of what
is said is again almost wholly
derivative. "Blessed are they
that mourn for they shall be
comforted” - if you would
know where this comes from,
turn to Isaiah 61:2. "Blessed are
the meek, for they shall inherit
the earth” - turn to Psalm 37:11.
"Blessed are they that hunger
and thirst after righteousness,
for they shall be filled" - turn
to Isaiah 56.1. "Blessed are the
pure in heart, for they shall see
God" - turn to Psalm 24:4. Thus
are the phrases and thoughts of
this great passage all antici-
pated by the Jews.

If any statement of Jesus is
commonly cited as the com-
plete and perfect summary of
his religion, it is the dual Wr-
mandment: "Thou shall love
the Lord thy God, with all thy
heart, and with all thy soul, and
with all thy strength, and with
all thy mind, and thy neighbor
as thyself. "

If anything is original with
Jesus, it would seem to be his
non-resistance - his injunction
in the Sermon on the Mount to
“resist not evil." This received
its supreme expression in Jesus'
commandment that we should
love our enemies. This is very
obviously a protest against and
correction of the Jewish law of
retaliation - "an eye for an eye,
and a tooth for a tooth.” This
law, without any question, ap-
pears in the Old Testament.
Jesus was mindful of it, and
would get rid of it.

But he was not the first to
take this stand. Long since the
Jewish prophet had laid hold
upon the doctrine of love and
forgiveness, even of enemies.
But in one brief passage of the
Old Testament we have an an-
ticipation of this positive aspect
of non-resistance which is
breathtaking.

If | were asked to name the
most beautiful expression of
Jesus' teaching on this point, |
would turn to St. Paul's great
Epistle to the Romans, and read
the closing verses of the twelfth
chapter: "If thine enemy hun-
ger, feed him; if he thirst, give
him drink; for in so doing thou
shall heap coals of fire upon his
head. But not overcome of evil.

But overcome evil with good.”
If there is anything original in
Christianity, this would cer-
tainly seem to be it. Yet turn to
the 25h chapter of the Book of
Proverbs, the 21s' verse, and
what do you find? "If thine en-
emy be hungry, give him bread
to eat; and if he be thirsty, give
him water to drink; for thou
will heap coals of fire upon his
head.” Even in his teaching of
love, for enemies as well as
friends, Jesus was only faithful
to the noblest precepts of the
Jews! The Jews!

All of this shows what Jesus
was really doing in his minis-
try. Not practicing a new reli-
gion, butreviving the pure and
undefiled religion of Israel! Not
starting a movement of revolt
against Judaism, but only a
movement of reform inside of
Judaism! Not forsaking the
Jewish synagogue and starting
the Christian church, but
cleansing the Jewish syna-
gogue. Nothing would have
surprised Jesus more than to
have learned after his death
that his work had led to a new
religion largely hostile to his
own.

To this day he would not
have understood the meaning
of Christianity and Christian
doctrine. Jesus was a Jew, in the
great traditions of the prophets.
He saw a religion in his time,
as Isaiah and Amos and
Jeremiah had seen a religion in
their time, which had become
overlaid and encrusted with a
vast growth of theological and
ecclesiastical literalism which
was fatal to the pure essence of
the faith.

All this he sought to sweep
away. "The letter killeth, but the
spirit giveth life!”™ The
Nazarene wanted to find that
spirit again. Therefore did he
seek, like the shepherd his last
sheep, that great body of Jew-
ish prophecy which was the
real religion of Israel. So every-
thing that was precious in Ju-
daism came to life again in
Jesus. He was teaching what
was truest and noblest in the
tradition of his own people. He

Light for nothing b
toration of Israel toits true faith.

What wonder, therefore,
that he was not original, since
he did not seek to be original!
"Think not that 1 am come," he
‘to destroy the law of the
prophets. | am come not to de-
stroy but to fulfill. For verily 1
say unto you: Till heaven and
earth pass, one jot or one title
shall in no wise pass from the
law, till all be fulfilled." Here
was not a Christian speaking,
but a Jew. All that was distinc-
tively Christian came later and
was unknown to the Nazarene.

Such is the debt which
Christianity owes to Judaism!
Not Jesus merely, nor the Bible,
the church and the Sunday, but
the whole substance of Chris-
tian teaching! To take account
of this debt is to come face to
face with two facts, which |
would emphasize in closing.

First, we find here one expla-
nation at least, and a very im-
portant one, of why the Chris-
tians dislike and persecute the
Jews. They hate them and
would get rid of them because
they are so heavily indebted to
them. This is a simple law of
psychology, illustrated by the
experience of every day. Thus,
did you ever hear of a tenant
who loved his landlord? Have
you ever encountered a bor-
rower who is devoted to the
money-lender who has given
him money? How often do you
see a taxpayer who folds in his
affectionate embrace the tax
collector?

The publicans in ancient Is-
rael were hated for nothing ex-
cept that it was their business
to receive the taxes for the gov-
ernment. And now the burden
has fallen upon the Jews - that
they have given so much to the
Christians that the latter feel
embarrassed and at least out-
raged that they owe all this to
Israel! There are many reasons
for anti-Semitism, for tortures
and massacres, the pogroms

and exiles, which the Jews have
suffered all these centuries from
Christiandom. The problem is
complicated and difficult - the
pattern hopelessly entangled.
Butone strand in the snarl may
be unravelled, and that is the
one which has to do with the
Christian's debt is paid, or at
least acknowledged, there will
be little peace.

The second thing which |
would emphasize is this pay-
ment of debt. Is it not time that
payment began? And how shall
it be done?

First, the debt must be ac-
knowledged, somewhat as |
have tried to acknowledge it
this morning. Why should not
Christians everywhere recog-
nize Jesus as a Jew? Why
should they not have the grace
to refer to the Old Testament,
when they use it, as the Jewish
scriptures? Why should they
not acclaim the kinship of the
church with the synagogue,
and the Christian Sunday with
the Jewish Sabbath? As for the
Gospel, what would be lost and
what not gained, if the Jewish
sources of this teaching were at
last made plain? All this is not
very much, perhaps, in the se-
rious business of paying a
heavy debt, but it is at least
something. A first step is taken
in discharging an obligation
when itis acknowledged that it

Continued on page 14

Misconceptions

How pork became abhorred

By RABBI REUVEN BULKA
Misconception: Of all the
forbiddenfoods one can eat, pork
is the worst.
The biblical legislation con-
cerning foods that are permis-

sible and foods that are pro-
hibited does not make value
judgments as to which is bet-
ter and which is worse. They
are all equally prohibited. Ti-
ger meat is as bad as
horsemeat which, in turn, is as
bad as pork chops. What,
then, explains the special
aversion that seems to have

developed concerning pork?

The species that are eligible
for eating are those that have
two signs: (1) the animal
rechews its food, and (2) the
animal has cloven hooves.
Usually, an animal is of the
either-or type. Either it has
both of these signs, or it has
neither of the signs.

There are a number of ex-
ceptions. Some animals
rechew their food but do not
have cloven hooves. The pig
is unique among the species in
that it has cloven hooves, but
it does not rechew its food. It
is this singular feature of the
pig that is probably related to
its being so abhorred.

From the outside, the
swine looks kosher. However,
from the inside, it is not. The
pig has thus come to symbol-
ize hypocrisy, or projecting a
false image of purity.



Israel: As | See It

We need miracles now!

By SAMSON KRUPNICK
Theblessings that we recite

in the lighting of the Hanuk-
kah lights acknowledge with
gratitude that the Almighty
has “performed miracles for

our forefathers in those days
as well as in our time."

In our time, we have
emerged victorious in five
major wars since the miracu-
lous creation of our state 53
years ago. We personally wit-
nessed miracles with our own
eyes in our 36 years in Israel.
The sad part is the comment
of our Sages when "the ben-
eficiary of miracles docs not
recognize the miracle nor
Who created that miracle."
Hence, we tend to make
costly errors in dealing with
situations and conditions that
threaten our security and wel-
fare.

The case in point is the cli-
max now reached with that
dastardly Oslo Accord,
wherein terror has dominated
and endangered our very ex-
istence. Our people voted in
Ariel Sharon as prime minis-
ter in a record majority to re-
move that curse of Oslo and
to proceed to destroy those
whose goal is our destruction
with terror and intifada.

The prime minister rallied
a divided Labor Party to join
a unity Government. They
did so with the receipt of gen-
erous ministries, the most im-
portant of which is the Minis-
try for Foreign Affairs for
Shimon Peres. Peres, the ar-
chitect of the Oslo Agreement,
together with his protege
Yossi Beilin, dealing with
peace negotiations in Madrid
behind the back of the Gov-
ernment, produced a deal
through the Norwegian min-
ister for foreign affairs with
bloody terrorist Yasser Arafat.

Agreements were made.
Solemn commitments were
established, to no avail. The
dream of so-called peace
turned out to be a nightmare.
despite the comstant surrender
°f land and aiuthority to a Pal-

+ chairman (he calls

himself president). From the
first day of that September
1993 White House lawn cer-
emony, terror and violence
have caused many casualties.
The climax came during the
past 14 months.

During this entire period,
the two villains responsible
for the casualties made every
effort to boost Arafat as a part-
ner for peace. The terror mur-
ders on the past Shabbat
weekend, wherein 28 were
killed and over 200 were
wounded, put an end to
Peres's sly, underhanded ma-
neuvering of so-called cease-
fire discussions. The coming
of Anthony Zinni to arrange a

ing the Palestine Authority as
directing terror operations
with the Fatah, PLO and to-
gether with the Hamas, Jihad
and Hezbollah. The Israel De-
fense Forces unleashed an im-
mediate attack upon the head-
quarters of these organiza-
tions, including the offices of
Arafat in Ramallah.

Defense Forces destroyed
his helicopters in Gaza, de-
stroyed the runway in the
Gaza airport, and bombed out
the Hamas and Islamic Jihad
headquarters in Jenin. Israel
began arresting terror leader-
ship, with more attacks
planned against the PA infra-

During this entire period, the two vil-
lains responsiblefor the casualties made
every effort to boost Arafat as a partner

for peace. The terror murders on the past
Shabbat weekend, wherein 28 were killed
and over 200 were wounded, put an end
to Peres's sly, underhanded maneuver-
ing of so-called cease-fire discussions.
The coming ofAnthony Zinni to arrange
a cease-fire was greeted by increased ter-

ror.

A miracle occurred. Sharon, in a

visit with President Bush, received a
clear go-ahead to deal with terror in his
own way. The September 2001 disaster
changed the world outlook. President
Bush made a clear distinction. "Either
you fight terror wherever it appears, or
you support terror." To Arafat he stated,
"You must stop terror now!"

cease-fire was greeted by in-
creased terror.

A miracle occurred.
Sharon, in a visit with Presi-
dent Bush, received a clear go-
ahead to deal with terrorin his
own way. The September 2001
disaster changed the world
outlook. President Bush made
aclear distinction. "Either you
fight terror wherever it ap-
pears, or you support terror."
To Arafat he stated, "You must
stop terror now!"

With a clear direction, the
Knesset passed a bill designat-

In the midst of this direct
attack against the Palestine
Authority and against its
chairman and leadership,
spelling an absolute end to the
Oslo tragedy, up came its sav-
ior, villain Shimon Peres, call-
ing up the declared enemy
and granting him 12 hours to
arrest 36 leaders of terror on
the IDF list.

Once again, Arafat made a
fool of his close associate,
Peres.  Arafat turned to the
Norwegian Minister of For-
eign Affairs to plead with
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President Bush to grant him
time to fight the terror orga-
nizations. His first attempt to
arrest Hamas leaders met with
street demonstrations. A poll
indicated that 75 percent of
the Palestinians favored ter-
ror. His chances of producing
an effective anti-terror cam-
paign are nil. A turnaround in
his consistent policy of war,
violence and terror, together
with the terror groups, is vir-
tually impossible.

Yet Peres is doing his best
to keep Arafat and Oslo alive,
even before its last gasp. We
have insisted for years that
Peres is guilty of causing
many Israeli casualties (a
Jerusalem Post editorial of Dec

In recognition

The MorningStar Commis-
sion, founded by Hadassah,
presented the second annual
"Woman of Inspiration”
award to entertainment law-
yer Patti Feiker.

The Board of Directors of
Yeshiva College honored

5 confirms our accusations)
and should be held account-
able for these crimes. His in-
terference at this critical junc-
ture is harmful and danger-
ous.

We look to a possible elimi-
nation of Yasser Arfat and the
Palestine Authority. This
eventuality would certainly
constitute a great Hanukkah
miracle on a level with the
miracle of the Maccabees on
the first Hanukkah. We want
the miracles now!

Samson Krupnick may be
reached at 22 Pinsker, Jerusalem
92228, Israel. E-mail:
krup@barak-online.net
www.jewishpostopinion.com

Harriet and Joshua L. Muss at
the Yeshiva College Scholar-
ship Dinner on Tuesday, Nov.
6, at the New York Marriott
Brooklyn. The couple have
long been supporters of Ye-
shiva University.
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Social Calendar

By Jean Herschaft

"1 will walk in Central Park hand-and-hand with Mindy. |
will visit with my children and play with my grandkids more
frequently. | will be involved with Y.U., that ranks ZI'l in the
country."

Itwas Dr. Norman Lamm, beautifully blue-printing his plans
when he leaves office, but not activity, for Y.U. in his not “fare-
well" address at the Hanukkah dinner this year on his 25* an-
niversary as president. It was at the usual main ballroom,
Waldorf-Astoria Hotel - an American flag nearby.

It was wall-to-wall guests, who had provided $1.5 million
this night, Dec. 2, Ronnie Heyman, dinner chair, warmly re-
vealed from the bima. She noted: "He came in as a lamb... but
is going out as a lion," referring to the guest of honor. Robert
M. Beren, chair, Y.U. board of directors, then saluted President
Lamm.

Dr. Lamm had opened his talk, always a talk, never an ad-
dress, for this impeccably superb YU president, by noting that
four YU students had been injured in a Jerusalem suicide bomb-
ing. He noted that the troubles in the Holy Land and the coun-
try made the night in his honor bittersweet.

Dr. Lamm spoke of Sept. 11 tragedies and spoke with pride
that four YU students, called to his side, had been aiding Jew-
ish casualties by spending the nights beside the bodies in the
Jewish way. One man and three women from Albert Einstein
Medical School, third year, and Stern College seniors, respec-
tively.

At the convocation that preceded the dinner former Israel
prime minister Netanyahu had been the guest speaker. With
firm, but strong emotion, he spoke of terrorism. More impor-
tantly how Israel and the U.S. must and are, confronting it.

Recipients of honorary doctoral degrees were Harvey
Becker, Lea Eisenberg, Warren Eisenberg, Benjamin Heller
and Bernard Madoff.

A parting Hanukkah gift to all guests was the latest penned
book by Dr. Lamm, Seventy Faces... Articles ofFaith, Volumes One
and Tiuo. They are acompendium of 60 papers he has delivered
through the years.

Rabbi Jonathan Rosenblatt, of Riverdale Jewish Center,
Bronx, gave the invocation and Cantor Joseph Malevany ren-
dered the national anthem. He is professor of liturgical music,
Stein School of Music.

It was an evening to remember.

New look at Anne Frank

Review by SYBIL KAPLAN

Anne Frank in the World,
compiled by the Anne Frank
House, Random House, $18.95
hardcover, 144 pp.

One wonders if there is
anything new about Anne
Frank, and, when this book
arrived, | was excited because
there have been new editions
of the "Diary," videos with
people who knew her before
her family went into hiding
and in the concentration
camp, and photographs of her
family in various formats.

This book of 225 photo-
graphs, advertised as includ-
ing some never-before-pub-
lished photos, is a collection
which had been part ofa trav-
eling exhibition. There are
only 65 photos related to Anne

Frank herself, as the book ac-
tually juxtaposes the Anne
Frank story and her family's
photographs against the pe-
riod in which they lived.

Photographs and essays
include the subjects of: Frank-
furt, where the Frank family
lived, and its Jewish commu-
nity; Hitler in power; all as-
pects of the Nazi rise to
power; Kristallnacht; Jewish
refugees; the Netherlands and
the growth of Nazism there;
Dutch resistance; the Frank
family in hiding- the camps
and their liberation, and the
"Diary."

The book concludes with
photos that deal with anti-
Semitism, racism, nationalism

Continued on next page
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Sitting shiva for Aaron

By MARY HOFMANN
Aaron died on Thursday.
He was shoving 90 and,
though pretty coherent
throughout, has had to live in
a nursing home for the past

four months or so. His wife,
Annie, in her mid-80s, isn'tin
great shape either. Finally,
though, she was able to find a
companion. Sue, to live with
her and help her get around
to twice daily visits to Aaron
and other errands.

I'm not sure how much
help our congregation has
been ... or, for that matter,
how much help we could
have been. Several of us (ac-
tually, that's all there are of us
— several) have taken turns
for a couple of years taking
Annie to her many evening
activities — Sierra Club,
League of Women Voters, con-
gregational meetings and so

Annie does have children
who have tried to persuade
her to come live near them in
San Francisco or Chico, but
Annie won't have any part of
it. She's always been very ".elf-
sufficient, and even taking as
much help as we've given has
been hard for her.

But now, actually unex-
pectedly, Aaron has died.
How do we help her now? I've
been worrying about it for a
couple ofdays and | think I've
finally decided. We're going tp
sit shiva, sort of, for Aaron.

You must understand that
Aaron himself would un-
doubtedly have very mixed
feelings about this. In some
ways, Aaron and Annie were
way ahead of their time, both
deeply involved with envi-
ronmental and social concerns
and in no way, shape or form
believed fora moment in their
lives in a personal God.

I'd call them agnostics,
while they'd consider them-
selves atheists. Despite their
total lack of traditional faith,
however, they have always
been dedicated Jews and
faithful members of the con-
gregation. They may scoff at
prayer, but they 're always

there.

Aaron would be appalled
(in theory, at least) that any-
one would sit shiva for him.
And Annie would call it ri-
diculous. Somehow, though,
at some very shallow level, the
rest of us just need to do this.
And | think they need us to as
well.

Not that we'll REALLY sit
shiva, mind you. Annie
wouldn'taccept anyone going
through “those archaic, super-
stitious customs.”

She would, | think, be very
gratified to have us share this
experience with her, to show
her we care, to let her know
that we are there to help her
carry on.

She will. I'm sure, be glad
that we're going to do a small,
family-type memorial for him
at my house next weekend.
(There will be a big memorial
service next month for all the
people who have known them
over the past 50 years they've
been here, but this one's just

But now, actually unexpectedly,
Aaron has died. How do toe help her
now? I've been worrying about itfor a
couple ofdays and | think I've finally
decided. We're going to sit shiva, sort
of,for Aaron. You must understand that
Aaron himselfwould undoubtedly have
very mixedfeelings about this. In some
ways, Aaron and Annie were way ahead
oftheir time, both deeply involved with
environmental and social concerns and
in no way, shape orform believedfor a
moment in their lives in a personal God.
I'd call them agnostics, while they'd con-
sider themselves atheists. Despite their
total lack of traditional faith, however,
they have always been dedicated jews
and faithful members of the congrega-
tion. They may scoff at prayer, but

they're always there.

She would, however, ac-
cept us showing up, one or
two at a time, with dinner
each night for the week. She
would accept us sitting down
with her to eat, to talk about
Aaron, to make sure she
knows she's included in our
lives.

for Annie and us).

| doubt it if would even
cross her mind to consider
what we are doing a form of
shiva. And maybe it's more
for us than for her.

But it feels right. And it's
as close to shiva as | think we
can get.

Visit our website:
www.)ewishpostopinion.com



Its Arlene Peck!

When words aren ft enough

By ARLENE PECK

I've neverbeen a woman of
few words. | think it's a fam-
ily trait. But, after seeing the
carnage caused by the Arabs
in their recent terrorist attacks.

I'm running out of woids, so
I've taken to listening to the
talk shows. | wanted to hear
what Americans are saying
under the screen of anonym-
ity while voicing their opin-
ions.

Finally, we are at a turning
point. | see a reason for the
lack of leadership by the pre-
vious prime minister of Israel.
When Ehud Barak stupidly
offered Yasser Arafat over 95
percent of everything on his
wish list, Arafat, unbelievably,
walked away. By doing so, he
showed the world the true
goal of the Palestinian Author-
ity. That being the demise of
Israel.

Now, ! listen as their lead-
ers come out of the woodwork
and rush to their favorite pro-
paganda network, CNN.
Franidy, | want to throw up
when | hear them repeating
the mantra, "The closures,
blockades and assassinations
have not led to a solution.”

Oh really? Well, neither did
the arming (by Israel) of the
Palestinians help the problem
much. Nor will the constant
bombing of the caves in Af-
ghanistan by the United States
forces permanently solve the
problem with thé Taliban.

It frustrates me when | hear
our leaders talk about seeking
out and capturing bin Laden.
As though that will solve the
problem and his brand of ter-
rorism will go away. Israel
knows that, although Arafat
can be toppled, his regime,
which gives power to these
terrorists, must also be de-
stroyed.

Frainkly, my gmeatest wish
would be for those barbaric,
violent groups to break down
in civil war and kill each other.

Mae/be that would keep them
out of ,he Israeli cafes<

Iv'il m**S sc*00% ‘ind buses
with the,rstrapped-0,, bombs.
I'm tired of talking. I'm

weary of the crocodile tears of
Arafat rushing to donate his
blood in the wake of the Sept
11 attack while his Palestin-
ians dance in the streets and
give out candy. I'm talked out.

But, I'm still listening. And,
what has amazed me the most
is the change of attitude in the
radio hosts. Oh, the anti-
Semites are still calling in and
deploring the mistreatment of
the Arabs at the hands of the
mighty Israeli forces. But,
more and more. I'm noticing
the radio hosts have done
their homework and are more
familiar with the true situa-
tion in that part of the world.

Maybe, in light of our

the response of the callers, but
that seems to be the case. Since
then, | feel, the general public
has become more aware of the
pressures that Israel has been
under since its inception. Had
our government been less
concerned with being politi-
cally correct with the nations
that harbor these terrorists,
the situation might be differ-
ent today.

Israel has long known
what our talk show callers
seem to be just beginning to
realize. Many of our Arab al-
lies are, in reality, parties to
covertoperations and funding
of these terrorists behind our
back. The United States

Ariel Sharon with Arlene

present actions in Afghani-
stan, they realize how hypo-
critical those in our country
would be to repeat the tired
old mantra of the need for Is-
rael to show restraint. We are,
and should be, sending in
troops to try and curtail the
animals that bombed our ci-
vilians a short time ago. It is
unthinkable that our govern-
ment would even consider
reining in the IDF in any ef-
fort to pander to and patron-
ize the Arabs, asis usually the
case.

It's a shame that it took a
national tragedy like the Twin
Tower bombings to influence

Kaplan

Continuedfrom prev. page
and prejudice.

The purpose of Anne Frank
in the World is to educate

should join forces with Israel
and fight this war more seri-
ously, eliminating these prob-
lems now, before it's too late.

And, speaking of represen-
tatives of the Israeli govern-
ment who are appearing on
American television, | would
much rather see Ariel's

kesman, Raanan Gissim,

ead of Shimon Peres, who
is unbelievably still defending
Arafat. | traveled to Lebanon
years ago with Mr. Gissim
when he was the Israel de-
fense spokesman, and | found
him to be outstanding in his
leadership. My opinion hasn't
changed a bit.

young people 10 and up about
the Holocaust. It will defi-
nitely achieve this aim.
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Quotation of the week

By RABBI KENNETH M. CHASEN

On Rosh Hashanah morning, just days after the tragedy in
the skies, | urged our entire community to embrace the call of
our tradition to pikuach nefesh, the duty to save lives. At the
time - and no less at this time - it seemed to me the most au-
thentically Jewish way to respond to the shocking events of
September 111

The rabbis of the Talmud taught that saving a single life is
saving an entire world. Having witnessed the callous slaugh-
ter of so many lives, we can appreciate the truth of the rabbis’
teaching more than ever before. The ache we continue to feel in
the depths of our souls is a symptom of having watched thou-
sands of worlds collapse before oureyes. How dearly we would
wish to reclaim even one of those worlds. Countless rescuers at
Ground Zero risked their own lives for that hope - to save even
asingle life, to savor the blessed ripple effect of even one story
going on.

The truth is that it's not too late. We can't save those who
perished at the hands of the terrorists on that black day. But we
can save many other lives - many other worlds - and in so
dong, we can dignify the unfinished stories of the victims at
the world Trade Center, the Pentagon and in Pennsylvania. |
spoke from the bima about donating blood and bone marrow
and bodily organs. | spoke about the need to press our legisla-
tors for life-saving laws. And | also spoke about my fear that
the passage of time would slowly chip away at our collective
zeal to save others.

| desperately hope that my fear is not being realized. | pray
that our mounting nervousness over the past few weeks has
not rendered us only interested in protecting ourselves. | im-
plore you to remember how motivated you were to do some-
thing back in September, and to recapture that sense of com-
mitment to be the difference between life and death.

The Temple is ready to help you do it:

V  The Men's Club, in connection with the American Heart
Association, is offering CPR Training on Tuesday, Dec. 4 and
Thursday, Dec. 6 from 7 to 10 p.m. You need only attend one of
the two evenings to complete certification.

V  The Cohen/Howard Blood Bank, sponsored by our
Men's Club and Women of Reform Judaism, will be welcom-
ing donors on Sunday, Jan. 13 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. The long
lines of donors across America have vanished, but the need is
still great - please help.

The Temple will also be providing opportunities to learn
Infant and Child CPR and to register with the American Bone
Marrow Registry in the coming months. Please look for the
dates in next month's Bulletin.

We have denounced our attackers repeatedly for their lack
of regard for human life. Let us condemn them with something
much more important than our words. Let's let our actions do
the talking.

(Rabbi Chasen serves Westchester Reform Temple, Scarsdale, N.Y.).

Backalenick

Continuedfrom page 6
tures — is told vividly. The
scene in Mama's East Side
kitchen comes to life. And
Greenberg certainly hammers
home its points about the Cali-
fornia beach/pool world. His
California characters are
empty, vapid, bored, unedu-
cated — to an extreme. Itisan
unfair and exaggerated depic-
tion, but intriguing all the
same.

Gold

Continuedfrom page 6
like these performances.
Gezunter Heyt! Chacon a son
gout! You are entitled. Should
you wish to obtain a copy
please call: Sameach Music,

But one never knows what
Greenberg is getting at. What-
ever the point to this inter-
generational tale, it flies right
past our heads and out the
window.

These two new plays
hardly enhance the New York
Jewish theater scene. There
have been far better ones in
the past — and undoubtedly
will be in the future. Watch for
later developments.

718-479-45070r

Dr. Gold may be reached at:
12 Avenue B, Rutland, VT
05701-4503 or via e-mail at:
drnwrtongold@juno.com
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Neusner

Continuedfrom page 7
ence?

“There were different co-
ordinates to the Canadian
constitutional structure, po-
litical life, national composi-
tion, urban patterns and eco-
nomic development.. .some of
the most significant factors
influencing the Jewish com-
munity in this country had no
counterpart in the United
States..." For one thing, Jews
in Canada faced a fierce, en-
trenched, religion-founded
anti-Semitism that pervaded
the political system and af-
fected the everyday life of or-
dinary Jews, down to the
school systems by which their
children were marginalized.
"The duality of Canada's na-
tional personality posed par-
ticularly acute problems for
that very large part of Cana-
dian Jewry...living in the
province of Quebec. There the
confessional school system
established at Confederation
put the Jewish community at
a serious disadvantage, be-
cause there was no legal pro-
vision for Jewish children in
either the Catholic or the Prot-
estant system of schooling.

"Whether these children
had a right to go to school was
a testy legal and political
question...over nearly thirty
years of struggle, between
1903 and 1930. It was a battle
for fundamental civil rights
that were being denied them
by the Protestant school com-
missioners of Montreal and
the Quebec provincial
government...Nothing like
this kind of Jewish civil rights
fight occurred in the United
States..."

American nationalism
was, and is, inclusive. Cana-

dian nationalisms — the
French and then everyone
else's — were not. Quebec's
rapidly expanding Jewish
community ran directly afoul
of French Canadian national-
ism at its beginnings in the
early 1800's. "The [Catholic]
church regarded 'the opposi-
tion forces...as the fiends of
hell," combined a militant ul-
tramontane Catholic faith
with the national rebirth of an
agricultural, French-speaking
republic on the St
Lawrence...the Jew was a
standing affront, a force fo:
tering morals which threa
ened French Canada's su
vival..." Nor did the English
speaking groups mitigate the
situation. "Anti-semitism in
Quebec seemed to possess a
special force, a greater depth
and virulence, than anywhere
else in North America."

It was not only establish-
ment anti-Semitism without a
US counterpart that shaped a
different Jewish experience
for Canadian Jews. It was also
the concentration of the Jews
in a few urban centers, which
yielded effective national Jew-
ish organizations with little
counterpart in the USA. Fur-
thermore, Judaism in Canada
was strong and homoge-
neous. Reform was weak.

“Canada did not receive
significant numbers of Ger-
man Jewish immigrants with
Reform impulses.. The domi-
nant groups in Toronto and
Montreal were essentially
conservative and observantly
Orthodox in religious
practice...With Orthodoxy
and tradition still firmly in
place and centered in a very
much smaller, more concen-
trated group of communities.

Mystery Person

« The Mystery Person is an author.

« The Mystery Person writes fiction.
« The Mystery Person is best known for

children's books.

y-

by the 1880's and 1890's Ca-
nadian Jewry faced hordes of
immigrants who continued to
arrive."

There were other differ-
ences: “"Zionism has been...a
continuous and dominant
part of the Canadian Jewish
identity,” and the ambiva-
lence of American Jews finds
no counterpart north of the
border. Canada was, more-
over, tolerant of cultural-na-
tional and ethnic difference in
a way that America was not.
There were no tests of Cana-
dian nationalism that Jews or
others had to meet.

That explains why Cana-
dian Jews were not only pari-
ahs but also proud Jews, mod-
els for their American cousins.
The upshot is simply stated,
*...the contours of Canadian
Jewish history were deter-
mined by aset of co-ordinates
that were unique to the north-
ern half of this continent and
resulted in the evolution of a
community with a personality
different from American
Jewry."

With this perspective in
mind, Tulchinsky sets forth
his history, making it both de-
finitive and interesting. In Tak-
ing Root he tells a continuous
story. He covers origins, foun-
dations ("Montreal Jewry in
the Era of the de Solas, 1847-
1882"), the emergence of a
national community (1882-
1900), and the East European
Era (1900-1920). Rather than
narrating an unfolding tale.
Branching Out takes up topi-
cal problems: Jewish geogra-
phy of the 1920's and 1930's;
narrowing the gates of immi-
gration, 1919-45; the "Jewish
Problem" in Montreal schools
in the 1920's; the clothing in-

All Mystery Persons are limited to North American Jews. Winners of the Mystery Person contest will
receive a two-month subscription, the equivalent of S8 if not a subscriber, or, if a subscriber, a two-
month extension of their subscription. Once appearing in the contest, that same individual will not be
repeated as a Mystery Person. All correct answers are considered winners, not only the first received.

dustry; the Jewish Left in the
interwar years; Zionism be-
tween the Wars; anti-Semitism
from the 20's to the 40's;
Canada's Jews at War; the
struggle for Israel, 1943-1952;
postwar adjustments, 1945-60;
Jewish ethnicity in a
multicultural Canada, 1960-
80, and complexities and un-
certainties from the 1970's to
the 1990's.

If the sequential narrative
of the first volume gives way
to a topical exposition in the
second, that yields a more
complex and insightful pic-
ture in the end.

The story concludes with
this judgment: "Canadian
Jewry has been transformed
from a mostly insecure, poor,
lower-middle to working-
class community living in ur-
ban immigrant enclaves to an
assertive, well-off, confident,
and middle-class group gen-

Debt

Continuedfrom page 10
exists.

Secondly, why may we not
pay this debt to the Jews by
fighting anti-Semitism? All
around us rages this noisome
and fatal plague. It works its
havoc not merely in Germany
and Europe, but right here in
America. Half-hidden, half-
confessed, whispered rather
than shouted, taking shape not
in hideous persecutions, but in
countless, little irritations, and
injustices, but none the less fa-
tal as a prejudice which poisons
the soul, this curse is our curse,
asit is Christianity's curse, and
it should be ended for very
shame. Here the church, in the
very name of Jesus, should take
the lead in stamping out this
pestilence that devours our-
selves as well as our victims. To
fightand destroy anti-Semitism
- this would be a large payment
on the debt.

Lastly, as a means of paying
Christianity's debt to Judaism,
there is the opportunity now
abundantly given us to bring
Jews and Christians together,
not by converting or merging
one with the other, but by rec-
ognition of that spiritual kin-
ship which makes them one -
this is our holy task. To end the
injustice and horror of the ages
in finding and binding that
"unity of the spirit which is the
bond of peace!" Already Jews

erally residing in the better
urban areas and fully able to
participate in all sectors of
Canada's life..."

Why Canadian Jewry has
maintained itself, while Brit-
ish Jewry experiences an
amazing decline in numbers
and American Jewry fritters
away, is unclear. But with in-
tellects like Tulchinsky in its
service, Canadian Jewry can
certainly point to the sustain-
ing power of perspective and
insight. It understands itself
and its circumstance better
than do the other great En-
glish-speaking Jewries.

Diaspora Jewry's future
depends on learning the les-
sons Canadian Jewry has to
teach, which is why
Tulchinsky's history of Cana-
dian Jewry and Judaism com-
mands a hearing throughout
the Diaspora.

and Christians are one in all
that is central to the inner es-
sence of our faith. Why should
we not similarly be one in all
that is central to the outer rela-
tions of our lives? In both
branches of the severed family
there rests the obligation to
shake off separatism and end
isolation - but most heavily and
immediately does this obliga-
tion rest upon Christians, who
have the numbers, the power -
and this debt which must be
paid!

| keep thinking, as | talk to
you, of that great scene in
Lessing's drama, “Nathan der
Weise:" Nathan the Wise!
Which touches upon the truth.
Some of you may have seen this
drama when it was produced in
New York this past winter. Ifso,
you will remember the scene
where the Christian Friar has
just discovered some great deed
of generosity and sacrifice
which has been performed by
the Jew, Nathan. In his enthu-
siasm and gratitude and desir-
ing to honor Nathan with the
greatest praise that he knows
how to speak, the Friar ex-
claims:

"Nathan, you are a Chris-
tian. Yes | swear. You are Chris-
tian - better never lived."

Wise Nathan replies:

“Indeed! The very thing that
makes me seem Christian to
you, makes you a Jew to me."

$$ S



Guide to Bible ideas broadly based

Review by ARNOLD AGES

The Oxford Guide to Ideas
and Issues ofthe Bible. Edited by
Bruce M. Metzger and Michael
C. Coogan. Oxford University
Press. 585 Pages. $39.95

| have always been an avid
student of dictionaries and
encyclopedias, my taste hav-
ing been whetted by my first
contact with the Britannica as
a child and then, as an adult,
with the world's first real en-
cyclopedia, Denis Diderot's
1751 French Encyclopedic.

| read encyclopedias with
the same enthusiasm with
which some people read nov-
els. Therefore, when a new
dictionary or encyclopedia
hits the market, 1 find it im-
mensely attractive to peruse
its organized pages and en-
tries.

It is in this context that
Oxford's new entry on ideas
and issues in the Bible war-
rants some special commen-
tary, inasmuch as this impor-
tant press has been the source,
during the past half century,
of so many fine dictionaries
and encyclopedias.

The editors of this handy
volume, which is based on the
1993 Oxford Companion to the
Bible, emphasize its pluralistic
approach; that is to say, it har-
nesses scholars right across
the religious spectrum and, in
addition, highlights ap-
proaches to scripture that are
on the cutting edge of modem
research. The Oxford people
have wisely included a num-
ber of Jewish Bible scholars in
their stable of experts.

There are some important
facts and interpretations re-
vealed in this work; to wit, the
first Hebrew concordance of
the Bible was executed in 1448
by Isaac ben Kalonymos;
Rachel took Laban's house-

Teicher

Continuedfrom page 16
granted to him by a genie
named Fishel who appears
magically when the menorah
is polished.

Simon and Schuster's back
list includes a board book by
Alan Benjamin that is pack-
aged with two dreidels and
instructions for playing spin
the dreidel, as well as The
Rugrats Book of Chanukah, by
Sarah Willson (paperback,
S5.99), based on the TV series,
Rugrats. Finally, among new
Hanukkah books for children
is C hanukah Eights Everywhere
by Michael). Rosen (Gulliver

hold idols not out of a love of
idolatry but to establish her
own property rights, and the
concept of tameh, or impure,
came after contact not with
the impure but with the sa-
cred.

The dictionary also tells us
that the term "son of God"
(the source of so much
Christological speculation)
means, for the most part, that
the kingdom of the person in
question comes from God.
Another important insight is
that the biblical concept of sal-
vation has nothing to do with
an afterlife; rather, it deals
with physical rescue.

One of the best essays in
this volume is on science and
the Bible. After surveying the
historical tensions between
the two magisteriums, the au-
thor concludes wisely that one
should not use science to vali-
date biblical doctrines nor
should theological presuppo-
sitions influence the direction
of scientific thought.

An equally fine point is
made in the entry on "Social
Sciences in the Bible," in
which Mary Douglas's impor-
tant views on the "order of the
world" are filtered through
the biblical prism.

This reviewer has some
demurrers to offer after hav-
ing read many (though not all)
of the entries. The articles on
“Literature and the Bible" and
"The Bible as Literature” — 36
pages in all — make for a
wonderful synthesis of con-
temporary views on the sub-
ject, but it is astonishing that
the authors of the respective
entries omit mention of
Northrop Frye, whose The
Great Code and other works
have illuminated the question
at hand.

For reasons which escape

Books/Harcourt. 32 Pages.
$16). This is a warm-hearted
counting book for very young
readers.

Clearly, these samples indi-
cate that a rich and varied se-
lection of Jewish books is
available for Hanukkah gift-
giving. They will enhance the
joy of this delightful holiday.
Happy Hanukkah!

Dr. Morton |. Teicher is the
founding dean ofthe Wurzweiler
School of Social Work, Yeshiva
University, and Dean Emeritus,
School of Social Work, Univer-
sity of North Carolina at Chapel
Hill.

this reviewer there is no entry
on a major theme of Exodus
and Leviticus, the dietary
laws, although they are cov-
ered in an entry on "Purity."

There is, however, an ar-
ticle on "Poetry," in which the
author rehearses the various
kinds of poetry found in the
Hebrew text. He does not,
however, allude to current
theories that go beyond the
parallelism paradigm to sug-
gest that biblical poetry is so
unique that comparisons with
other models are totally inad-
equate.

Several entries record with
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assertiveness that many of the
earliest narrative portions of
the Hebrew Bible, such as cre-
ation, the flood, etc. are de-
rivative of Babylonian and/or
Sumerian sources. It does not
seem to occur to the authors
of these articles that the influ-
ence may have gone the other
way, given that issues of chro-
nology in antiquity are very
ambiguous.

Krister Stendahl's article
on anti-Semitism (not the kind
ofentry one usually finds ina
Bible dictionary) is an extraor-
dinary attempt to explain the
hostility of Jesus and the New

Testament toward Jews and
Judaism as a Jewish fight in
the tradition of the Hebrew
prophets.

Not quite. The prophets
railed against their Jewish
brethren because they wanted
them to be better. The Chris-
tians, both those who
emerged from the Jewish ma-
trix and the later gentile con-
verts, criticized Jews because
they wanted them to change
their religion.

Arnold Ages, a professor at
the University of Waterloo
(Ontario), can be reached at
sages@ca.inter.net

A different kind of Ragen book

Review by SYBIL KAPLAN

Chains Around the Grass
by Naomi Ragen, Toby Press,
$26.95 hardcover.

If you are a Naomi Ragen
fan, you MUST read this book.
However, it is not like Jephte's
Daughter, Sotah, The Sacrifice of
Tamar, or The Ghost of Hannah
Mcndes.

In many ways this is a
much more difficult book to
read because it is a very per-
sonal, thinly disguised auto-
biography of Ragen's growing
up as a second generation
child of parents who are first
generation Americans.

The Markowicz family has
moved four times in the past
ten years, from Brooklyn to
the Bronx to New Jersey and,
now, to the Rockaways, to a
low-income project, while
Dave, the father, pursues his
doing and his dreaming. "Vic-
tims" include: his loving, de-
voted wife, Ruth, dependent
and indecisive; an abusive
son, Jesse; a daughter, Sarah,
who we presume is Naomi,
and a baby sister.

The plot focuses on the in-
tense love between Ruth and
Dave and the family's difficul-
ties coping with life after he
dies. While the story may be
very special to Mrs. Ragen,
there is a great deal of univer-
sality in the theme for anyone
who grew up in the 1950's,
especially in the New York
area.

The book emphasizes the
values which families had to
sacrifice in order to achieve
the so-called American dream.
Sometimes they made su-
preme sacrifices and never
achieved that dream. Ruth
tries to hold on to her
Jewishness and instill itin her
children. Dave almost comes

to worship the dollar and get-
ting ahead as his religion. Ob-
viously, he has deep feelings
for his family, but how he ex-
presses them and how making
a living in this period of time
overwhelms him are a major
part of the plot.

The special writing that is
Naomi Ragen's is present in

Letters

this novel, but one has to be
prepared for a different kind
of passion and compassion
than in her earlier novels.
While her earlier novels were
gripping, absorbing and com-
pelling, one must read Chains
Around the Grass slower and
with more reflection along the
way.

FREEDOM OF THE PRESS — The Post anti Opinion encourages
readers tosend letters. All letters to the editorshould be addressed
to The Jewish Post and Opinion, 238 S. Meridian St., Suite 502,
Indianapolis, IN 46225, e-mail: Jpost@surf-ici.com. All letters
should be typewritten and may be edited for publication.
Unsigned letters will not be considered, but signatures may be

withheld upon request.

Editor unfairly
harps on attendance

Dear editor.

Your constant criticism of
rabbis for not promoting at-
tendance at Shabbat services
is unfounded and unfair. |
know of no rabbi who has not
included in a High Holiday
sermon an appeal to attend
services

I recall from my youth,
some 50 years ago, in Spring-
field, Massachusetts, our rab-
bis making such a request,
even then. And, most of us
have requirements for Board
members and Bar/Bat
Mitzvot to attend services.

Many, like me, do not be-
lieve that the focus of being a

Jew is attendance at services.
Each one of my members has
unique gifts to give, and a soul
to receive the Divine in ways
of their own choosing. Each
Jew has attended services, and
it would seem they have not
found it of meaning to pursue
as their defined role as a Jew.
Our congregation, by the
way, has morning and night
daily services and an atten-
dance each Shabbat from 100
to 150 attendees with no spe-
cial scheduled event. And,
we do not charge any fees to
attend services for the High
Holidays or any other time.
All are invited, and encour-
aged to attend.
Rabbi Samuel B. Press
Beth Abraham Synagogue
1306 Salem Ave.
Dayton, OH 45406
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Book Reviews

Give books for Hanukkah

By MORTON I. TEICHER

One way to differentiate
Hanukkah gift-giving from
Christmas giftexchangesis by
making Jewish books the pre-
ferred Hanukkah present. For
adults, there are many coffee
table books of Jewish interest.
Martin Gilbert's illustrated
history of Jews in the 20th cen-
tury is a good example.(T/ie
lews in the Tiventieth Century
by Martin Gilbert, New York:
Schocken Books, 2001. 376
Pages. $50.)

Gilbert, a prolific historian,
has gracefully moved back
and forth from writing on
Churchill and the two World
Wars to Jewish subjects. His
latest book brilliantly reviews
all that preceded and all that
followed the two seminal Jew-
ish events of the 20th century,
the Holocaust and the birth of
Israel. Based on prodigious
research and supplemented
by some 400 photographs, the
book is an important addition
to our understanding of world
Jewry.

A wonderful over-sized
book dealing with a Jewish
artist ij, Mark Rothko, by Oliver
Wick et al (Stuttgart, Ger-
many: Hatje Cantz Publish-
ers, 2001. 204 Pages. $55). Fa-
mous for his abstract expres-
sionist paintings that featured
horizontal layers of color,
Kothko is noteworthy as an
American artist, a Jewish art-
ot and a modern artist. The
book is a great tribute to him.

Subscribe to

featuring several essays and
154 illustrations of which 102
are in vivid color. Those who
are fortunate enough to re-
ceive this fine book as a Ha-
nukkah gift will be delighted.

In a somewhat different
category but still an excellent
giftis the new Torah commen-
tary issued by the Conserva-
tive Movement. (Etz Hayim:
Torah and Commentary. New
York: Rabbinical Assembly,
United Synagogue, Jewish
Publication Society, 2001.
1,560 Pages. $72.50). This un-
usual work of biblical schol-
arship is asignal advance over
the Hertz commentary that
was used for so many years by
Conservative synagogues.
References on each page com-
bine early with modern in-
sights into the meaning of the
Torah. In addition, there are 41
topical essays dealing with the
central themes of Judaism.
The highly qualified editors
have performed a very useful
service that reaches beyond
the boundaries of Conserva-
tive Judaism.

A first-rate Hanukkah
handbook is Even/ Person's
Guide to Hanukkah by Ronald
H. Isaacs. (Northvale, NJ: Ja-
son Aronson, 2000.177 Pages.
$30. Author of more than 60
books, Isaacs provides a full
introduction to the holiday
and to ways of observing it
Songs and games are included
as well as six short stories fea-
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turing Hanukkah.

A useful chapter on Ha-
nukkah is included in a guide
to all Jewish holidays that
emphasizes the food associ-
ated with them (Jewish Holi-
day Traditions by Linda
Burghardt. New York: Cita-
del Press, 2001. 294 Pages.
$24.95). Menus and recipes
will help to make this and
other Jewish holidays joyous
occasions. As a gift, this book
will be useful all year round.

Finally, among the guides
to Hanukkah, special note
should be taken of the up-
dated version of Ron
Wolfson's contribution to the
Art of Jewish Living series, Ha-
nukkah, 2nd Edition
(Woodstock, Vt., Jewish
Lights, 2001. 240 Pages.
$18.95). This practical re-
source for celebrating the holi-
day will enrich the family's
Hanukkah experience.
Wolfson adds to the useful-
ness of his book by confront-
ing the issue of how Hanuk-
kah should be observed by
inter-married, inter-faith
families and Jews by choice.

Terry Bache sensitively
tackles this issue in a novel.
Holiday Miracles. She is a Jew-
ish writer happily married for
32 years to a Catholic
(Simpsonville, S.C., Banks
Channel Books, 2001. 133
Pages. $14.95). Her own expe-
riences are reflected in this
forthright examination of the
problems created for an inter-
faith family by the calendar
proximity of Christmas and
Hanukkah.

Books for children make
up the largest category of Ha-
nukkah books. Kar-Ben Cop-
ies of Rockville, Md., which
specializes in publishing
books for Jewish children, has
about 20 titles on its Hanuk-
kah list. These include board
books for toddlers, books and
tapes, a recipe book, a crafts
book, a book with a dreidel,
books that tell the Hanukkah
story, and books that describe
the ways in which various
children celebrate the holiday,
including one, Northern Lights,
by Diana Cohen Conway (pa-
perback, $6.95) that tells about
sharing Hanukkah with an
Eskimo family in Alaska.

Simon and Schuster's
children's publishing division
adds two new Hanukkah
books to its list this year. One
is a board book for young chil-
dren, Chanukah Lights, by

Judith Moffatt, with pages
that actually glow in the dark.
The other, intended for older
children, is The Magic

Menorah, by Jane Breskin

Zalben, which tells about

Stanley and the three wishes
Continued on page 15

His soldier’s tale

Review by SYBIL KAPLAN
Warrior by Ariel Sharon
with David Chanoff, Touch-
stone/Simon & Schuster, $16
paperback, 570 pp

This autobiography origi-
nally appeared in 1990. Now
it appears with a new fore-
word, updating the book from
then until now. In February
2000, Sharon was elected
prime minister of Israel, and
it has been through the past
year and a half that he has
struggled to maintain Israel's
stability.

Tine book begins in October
1973, two weeks after the start
of the Yom Kippur War.
Sharon then flashes back in
dreams to the 1948 War of In-
dependence, his parents, and
his birth in 1928 in a coopera-
tive farming village.

He speaks of his grandfa-
ther, whose closest friend was
the father of Menachem Be-
gin, of attending high school
and the Hagana defense
course for squad leaders. By
1952 his career as an army of-
ficer seems destined as he
takes over as chief of intelli-
gence for the Northern Com-
mand with Moshe Dayan as
commander-in-chief.

Sides of Sharon barely
mentioned are revealed, such
as his attending Hebrew Uni-
versity until he is recom-
mended to lead highly trained
anti-terrorist forces in the
1950's.

He describes how Gaza
became home to 200,000 Arab
war refugees who had left
their homes at the urging of
their leaders, believing they
would return as soon as the
Jews were destroyed. Now
they realized neither Egypt
nor any Arab country would
resettle them. All the Arab
countries "had callously and
brutally turned their backs on
them. Impoverished, with no
hopes for the future, they pro-
vided a breeding ground for
terrorism."”

He recounts his marriage,
the birth of his son, studying
law at night, the death of his

first wife and his subsequent
marriage to her sister, and the
birth of two more sons.

His role in each of Israel's
wars - the 1967 Six-Day War,
the 1969 War of Attrition, and
the refugee problem still exist-
ing - is explained. "Neither
Egypt nor Jordan, which con-
trolled camps in Samaria,
Judea and Jordan proper, had
taken any steps to resolve the
refugee problem, preferring to
allow these people to fester in
the camps in order to maintain
pressure on lIsrael. Lebanon
and Syria, each with its own
camps, conducted themselves
with the same inhumanity.”

Prior to the Yom Kippur
War, he sees himself entering
ihe political battlefield of the
Knesset (parliament). As min-
ister of agriculture, he main-
tains his principles that the
settlements in Judea/Samaria
must be protected and that the
Jews have the right to live in
historic Israel.

Under Prime Minister Be-
gin, he is appointed minister
of defense and, in the 1980's,
is deeply involved in Opera-
tion Peace for the Galilee, with
the P1.() in | .ebanon exporting
terrorists from there around
the world. He explains in de-
tail the controversial Sabra
and Shatilla neighborhoods
where the terrorists made
their headquarters and how
he is held indirectly respon-
sible for the massacre perpe-
trated by Lebanese Christians
there.

The book ends with his res-
ignation as defense minister
and position as minister with-
out portfolio.

Warrior is well written,
powerful and absorbing. Re-
gardless of one's politics,
reading it will provide a
wealth of information about
Sharon himself. The book is
very much the story of more
than one man. It is a reveal-
ing history of the years be-
tween the War of Indepen-
dence and the Lebanon cam-
paign. It is the story of a man
who has lived as a soldier.



